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Van Dijk signs 
big new Seedeai 



Boruc heroics help Cherries claim point - P5 



BARTLEY INDEPENDENT SERVICING FOR BMWs AND MINIs 


Think BMW, Think Bartiey! 



• FIXED PRICE SERVICING • BMW QUALIFIED TECHNICIANS • DIAGNOSTICS • 

• LASER 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT • WARRANTY WORK * AIR CON SERVICE & REPAIRS * TUNING • 
MOTs ARRANGED • COMPLIMENTARY COURTESY CARS « WHILE YOU WAIT APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 

tel; 023 8066 1499 • www.bartleyuk.com • email: info@bartleyuk.com 

Units 23 & 24 New Forest Enterprise Centre, MOTOR INDUSTRY 

CODE OF PRACTICE 


Rushington Business Park, Chapel Lane, Totton, 
Southampton SO40 SLA 




Service and Repair 



































































2 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, May 7,2016 


Get the smile 
you've always 
dreamed of! 

Louise was a very nervous patient and scared of the 
dentist. Using sedative medication, which heiped to take 
away Louise's anxiety and phobia, dental implants were 
placed to help permanently restore her new teeth using 
our Same Day Teeth procedure. 

"I used to be a very nervous patient. 

But from the first time I met the team I felt at ease. 

Thanks to their support and amazing skills I now have 
beautiful teeth that feel like they are part of me. I feel 
brilliant and can't thank the team enough." 

Louise - Same Day Teeth patient 


SolutionsDental 

CLINIC 






SAME DAY TEETH 


SolutionsDental 


Book a FREE Consultation or reserve 
your place on our Discovery Days:- 

Thursday 12th & 26th May 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician, GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 


Tel: 01962 657 534 

www.solutionsclentalclinic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, 

Winchester S022 6RN 
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SAINTS SPOTLICHT 



Van Dljk signs huge new deal with Saints 



Virgil van Dijk. 


VIRGIL van Dijk has committed 
his long term future to Saints hy 
penning a new six-year contract - 
just one season after joining the 
club. 

The Dutch centre half moved to 
St Mary’s from Celtic for around 
£12m last summer, and has been a 
huge hit in the heart of the Saints 
defence. 

The contract he signed last year 
took him through until the sum¬ 
mer of 2020, with the new deal 
meaning he is now tied to the club 
until 2022. 

Van Dijk, an ever present in the 
Premier League for Saints this 


season, said: “I’m so pleased, I’m 
so happy. Me and my family have 
enjoyed it a lot this year. It’s been 
amazing. It’s only positive. 

“The club is growing and I defi¬ 
nitely want to grow with them, 
that’s how I feel. 


Make it happen 

“Hopefully we can make it hap¬ 
pen. That’s the plan, to get a lot of 
achievements going.” 

Executive Director of Football 
Les Reed added: “In his first year 
with the club, Virgil has quickly 
established himself as one of the 


top centre-backs in the Premier 
League, becoming an integral part 
of what has been another strong 
season for the team. 

“At 24, and with significant Eu¬ 
ropean experience already under 
his belt, we believe he can be a key 
pillar in our squad for years to 
come, and we are delighted to have 
agreed this new deal with him. 

“Although Virgil only joined us 
in September we felt it was im¬ 
portant to strengthen our com¬ 
mitment and we believe this also 
provides further indication of how 
serious our ambitions are for the 
coming years.” 


Koeman is urging 
one last Euro push 


In-form Saints 
can still beat 
2014/15 tally 



Saints manager Ronald Koeman. 


RONALD Koeman has called 
on Saints to make one last 
push to bring European foot- 
baii back to St Mary’s. 

Saints go to Tottenham on Sun¬ 
day with two games left to play 
and right on the fringes of Europa 
League qualification, writes ADAM 
LEITCH. 

They could be dependent on results 
elsewhere for a roll down of slots in 
the league, but still have matters in 
their own hands to a large degree. 

Saints are in good form at the mo¬ 
ment, and high on confidence after 
dispatching Manchester City 4-2 last 
weekend. 

Full of confidence 

Koeman said: “Of course, the way 
how we won the game and the last 
period of the season the team is re¬ 
ally full of confidence. 

“We don’t have injuries and the 
team is working hard and keeping 
the belief and to reach and to fight 
for Europe. 

“Still we are in charge of that.” 

Saints finished seventh last season 
with a tally of 60 points, and will 
beat that total if they can get four 
points from the trip to Spurs to face 
former manager Mauricio Pochet- 
tino and the season finale at home to 
Crystal Palace. 

“That will be a big achievement,” 
reflected Koeman. 

“Everybody knows our achieve¬ 
ment last season, and if we do it bet¬ 
ter then it will be fantastic. 


“The possibility is that we get 
more points than last season. 

“Then we need at least one point 
this Sunday” 

Also on the line is a personal mile¬ 
stone for Koeman. 

Big example 

In his two seasons at the club he 
has had at least one Premier League 
victory against every team Saints 
have faced in the top flight - other 
than Spurs. 

“That’s the big example what we 
are doing with Southampton in 
two seasons that we beat everybody 
once,” he smiled. 


“Only Tottenham not, like Man 
City, and we did it against Man City 
and it will be great to do it against 
Tottenham.” 

The catalyst for Saints’ good run 
has been their attacking players 
finding their form and Koeman ad¬ 
mitted: “Sometimes it’s difficult to 
explain why something happens. 

“I think it’s all about the develop¬ 
ment first of Shane Long in that po¬ 
sition. 

“I think Sadio was so clinical, Du- 
san is looking more fresh than he 
was and really one of the key play¬ 
ers in front at the moment. 

“The team overall is working hard. 


is trying to do the best and to be re¬ 
ally a team and not about 11 players 
to start. 

“We have a great spirit in the 
team. 

“Of course you have players who 
are disappointed because they don’t 
start or not in the squad of 18 play¬ 
ers but we keep it inside and the 
players together make it easier for 
the coach.” 

• Follow Spurs v Saints online 
at dailyecho.co.uk, and don’t miss 
Monday’s Daily Echo for in-depth 
big match coverage from White 
Hart Lane. 


Tadic wins 
big praise 
from boss 

from front page 

Right now he is a joy to 
watch and, according to his 
manager, one of the very best 
at what he does. 

“Yes he’s one of the best if 
he plays really on his top 
level,” reckoned Koeman. 

“He’s a clever player, he’s 
strong, a fantastic left. 

“The two assists to Mane 
(against Man City) were 
fantastic with the right time, 
the right speed of the pass. It 
was really fantastic.” 

Koeman admitted it is hard 
to pinpoint exactly why Tadic 
has suddenly come into such 
hot form. 

“Sometimes it’s difficult to 
explain why now,” he 
admitted. 

“It’s all about the freshness 
of the player, the confidence 
of the player, and it’s difficult 
to have a whole season on 
that high level. 

“There are always ups and 
downs on a season but he’s 
really good at the moment, 
really fresh at the moment, 
really doing assists and 
scoring goals. 

“He’s one of the key players 
in front at the moment.” 

Tadic started last season on 
brilliant form after his move 
to St Mary’s, but then 
suffered a significant dip as 
niggling injury problems 
plagued his season. 

This year he is coming 
strong again at the end of the 
campaign, suggesting 
something has changed. 

“Maybe it’s all about 
freshness and it’s his second 
season,” said Koeman. 

“He learned from the first 
and in the winter time he had 
a lot of problems with his 
groin and he’s physically 
much better, he’s always 
working hard, always doing 
more than maybe he needs to 
do. 

“He is really confident and 
maybe he take more freedom 
on the pitch now, and you see 
him moving from the left to 
the right to the centre. 

“He’s one of the key players 
in front to create chances, to 
score goals, to make assists - 
that’s what he’s doing.” 



Dusan Tadic. 
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Poch hits out at 
'new’ Foxes fans 



Ex-Saint: They 
have been 
unprofessional 

TOTTENHAM boss Mauricio 
Pochettino has suggested ri¬ 
val clubs are unprofessional 
to make clear their prefer¬ 
ence for Leicester winning 
the Premier League. 

Spurs’ draw at Chelsea on Monday 
ensured Claudio Ranieri’s men be¬ 
came champions and they have been 
popular victors, completing their 
remarkable journey from relegation 
battlers to table-toppers in just 12 
months. 

While Tottenham tried to close 
the gap, however, a number of op¬ 
ponents expressed their backing for 
Leicester’s title bid, with Chelsea’s 
Eden Hazard, West Brom manager 
Tony Pulis and Stoke defender Ryan 
Shawcross just some of those to 
speak out before matches against 
Spurs. 

Pochettino had previously insisted 
such talk was not a problem but af¬ 
ter overseeing Monday’s fractious 
game at Stamford Bridge, in which 
Hazard scored the equaliser which 
confirmed the destination of the ti¬ 
tle, he was less sympathetic towards 
the band of Foxes supporters. 

“In football, our responsibility is 
to be professional,” Pochettino said. 
“When you are professional, you do 
not give your personal opinion. 

“If I support Tottenham and we 
play against some team which fights 
for the title, or to survive, then I 
can’t give my opinion like a sup¬ 
porter. 

“I need to give my opinion like a 
professional. It’s always dangerous 
when something happens like that. 

“Maybe in the last few weeks or 
months, we know the football people 
maybe don’t behave like profession¬ 
als, we need to be careful. 

“Maybe in the next few meetings 
of the Premier League, the manag¬ 
ers and also the staff, we need to say 
that in future we must be careful 
with all these comments in public.” 

Mousa Dembele has been banned 
for six matches after accepting a 
FAcharge of violent conduct, having 
appeared to claw his fingers down 
the cheek of Chelsea striker Diego 
Costa. 

The Belgian did not contest the 
charge and FA rules do not allow 
clubs to appeal suspensions of six 
games or more. 

Pochettino, speaking prior to the 


punishment being announced, de¬ 
clined to comment on the potential 
length of a ban but said he had spo¬ 
ken to Dembele. 

“Even if you play sometimes foot¬ 
ball with your friends, if you play 
for the honour, for the beers, or for 
the sandwiches, you want to win,” 
Pochettino said. “When you run 
and you go for the title, it is difficult 
sometimes to keep calm. I feel very 


proud of my players. We showed big 
character. 

“Sometimes we crossed the line 
and if you cross the line you need 
to pay We know the rules but it is a 
good lesson for us.” 

Tottenham have traditionally been 
renowned for playing attractive 
football but also crumbling under 
pressure and Pochettino believes 
Monday proved his side are no long¬ 


er a soft touch. 

“I hear in the last two years al¬ 
ways people say ‘Tottenham was 
soft’,” Pochettino said. “But now 
we start to show character. Maybe 
we crossed the line, I can recognise 
this, I am not stupid. 

“But this season we have shown 
we are not a nice team to play, not 
any more. Our opponents don’t like 
to play against us.” 


Why Nigel 
had to go 

LEICESTER vice-chairman 
Aiyawatt Srivaddhanaprabha 
admitted he had to sack Nigel 
Pearson - but the ex-boss 
deserves credit for the Foxes’ 
title success. 

Ex-boss Pearson was axed 
last summer less than two 
weeks after his son James 
was sacked following a 
breakdown of his relationship 
with the owners. 

James Pearson, Tom 
Hopper and Adam Smith were 
dismissed by the club 
following an investigation into 
allegations they racially 
abused women with whom 
they were engaging in sex 
acts in a hotel room while on 
a club trip to Thailand. 

Nigel Pearson was replaced 
by Claudio Ranieri who, 
despite being tipped to be the 
first manager sacked this 
season, led the Foxes to the 
title and Aiyawatt felt he had 
to make the decision to 
dismiss Pearson even if he 
laid the foundations for their 
unlikely title win. 

He said: “I understand the 
situation but it’s happened. 
We have to fight the right way 
for the club so I had to make 
the decision. 

“It’s difficult to say (whether 
they would have won the title 
with Pearson), it’s a different 
way to manage. That’s why I 
give credit to all the 
ex-managers, Nigel Pearson 
and Sven Goran Eriksson. 

“They are all part of it and I 
thank everybody, success or 
fail.” 

Ranieri ended an 11-year 
absence from the Premier 
League but joining on a three- 
year deal last season and 
admitted he knew a return to 
management, after he was 
sacked by Greece in 2014, 
would come. 

He said: “The first time I 
came to England to be 
manager (in 2000), I was in 
my country house. I was 
wearing jeans and I received 
a phone call saying: 

‘tomorrow come to London 
and watch the match, Chelsea 
could be interested in you.’ 

“I said I can’t go in jeans 
and immediately I went into 
Siena, a city near my country 
house. I bought everything. 

“This season I brought my 
suit from my home in Rome to 
my little house by the sea, 
thinking ‘maybe I need you,’ 
stay there.” 



Nigel Pearson. 
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AFC Bournemouth 1 West Bromwich Albion 1 


Sub Matt earns a point after 
Boruc’s spot-kick heroics 


SUBSTITUTES Matt Ritchie, 
Caiium Wiison and Joshua 
King heiped turn the tide 
for Cherries as they came 
from behind to ciose their 
home campaign with a draw 
against West Brom. 

Ritchie grabbed Cherries’ equal¬ 
iser with a close-range header eight 
minutes from time, his effort cancel¬ 
ling out Salomon Rondon’s first-half 
opener for the Baggies. 

Ex-Saint Artur Boruc, who had 
been at fault in the lead up to West 
Brom’s goal, atoned when he superb¬ 
ly saved a Craig Gardner penalty on 
the stroke of half-time. 

The introduction of Wilson and 
King breathed new life into Cherries 
during what was an often-tepid affair, 
while Ritchie came off the bench to 
salvage a share of the spoils. 

Max Gradel, Junior Stanislas, 
Benik Afobe and Lewis Grabban 
were all recalled as boss Eddie Howe 
made four changes to the Cherries 
starting line-up. 

The Baggies created the first oppor¬ 
tunity when Craig Dawson’s low shot 
from distance was turned past the 
post by Gardner. 

Gradel, who looked lively during 
the early stages, saw his pot-shot 
saved at his near post by West Brom 
goalkeeper Ben Foster. 

The visitors took the lead when 
Rondon stole a yard on Steve Cook to 
meet a cross from Jonny Evans, the 
Venezuelan planting a firm header 
past Boruc. 

Boruc had been culpable in the lead 
up to the goal with his poor clearance 
going straight to Jonathan Leko who 
fed the ball to Evans on the left flank. 


Quick response 

Gradel looked for a quick response, 
only to see his shot take a deflection 
and go for a corner. 

Harry Arter escaped punishment 
when he reacted angrily after he 
had been caught by a Gareth McAu- 
ley challenge before Boruc dived full 
length to his right to push Gardner’s 
20-yarder past the post. 

Referee Mark Clattenburg pointed 
to the spot after Dawson had gone to 
ground under a Tommy Elphick chal¬ 
lenge on the stroke of half-time with 
the Cherries skipper earning a book¬ 
ing. 

But Boruc guessed correctly and 
pulled off a top-drawer save from 
Gardner’s penalty before the Polish 
stopper quickly got to his feet to claw 
away the rebound after Cook had 
kicked the ball on to the West Brom 
man. 

As Cherries looked to make the 












































Bournemouth’s Artur Boruc saves Craig Gardner’s penalty .... 



and Boruc also acrobatically stops Gardner’s rebound. 


most of their good fortune, Afobe’s 
bicycle kick flashed narrowly wide at 
the end of the first half. 

Chances were also few and far be¬ 
tween early in the second half with 
an effort by Stanislas clutched by 
Foster. 

Stanislas wasted a good chance to 
test Foster when his tame free-kick 
was easily gathered by the Baggies 
goalkeeper. 

Wilson, on as a 60th-minute replace¬ 
ment for Afobe, fired wide from a 
tight angle after turning his marker 


on the edge of the box. 

Rondon headed wide from a James 
McClean cross before Grabban’s 
cross-shot was plucked from under 
the crossbar by Foster. 

Baggies substitute Saido Berahino 
saw his shot blocked following a cut¬ 
back from Rondon before Cherries 
levelled through Ritchie eight min¬ 
utes from time. 

The winger arrived to head home 
from close range after Baggies mid¬ 
fielder Claudio Yacob had inadvert¬ 
ently nodded Cook’s long throw into 


his path. 

As Cherries went in search of a 
quick second. King’s fizzing effort 
was caught by Foster before Dawson 
saw his drive come back off the base 
of the post. 

In a frantic finish, Boruc pouched a 
low shot from Berahino. 

Cherries: Boruc, Francis, Cook, El¬ 
phick, Daniels, Gradel (King, 60), Ar¬ 
ter, Surman, Stanislas (Ritchie, 73), 
Grabban, Afobe (Wilson, 60). 

Unused subs: Gosling, Iturbe, 
O’Kane, Federici (g/k). 


Toon on 
the brink 

NEWCASTLE’S Premier 
League fate is out of their 
own hands after a goalless 
draw at already-relegated 
Aston Villa. 

The Magpies created the 
better chances but were 
wasteful in front of goal, most 
notably in the second half 
through Jack Colback and 
Aleksandar Mitrovic - who 
also went very close to 
breaking the deadlock with a 
header. 

The point extended their 
unbeaten run to five matches 
under Rafa Benitez but 
Newcastle finished the day in 
the bottom three after north¬ 
east rivals Sunderland twice 
came from behind to beat 
Chelsea 3-2 at the Stadium of 
Light. 

It leaves The Toon a point 
behind the Black Cats, who 
have a game in hand and 
could send Benitez’s side 
down with victory at home to 
Everton on Wednesday night. 

• Swansea pulled off a 
shock 4-1 win at Upton Park 
to leave West Ham’s 
Champions League hopes in 
tatters. 

An injury-hit Swans side 
with little to play for should 
have been easy pickings for 
the Hammers, who were 
unbeaten at home since 
August and still in with a slim 
chance of a top-four finish. 

Throw in the fact that this 
was the penultimate match at 
the Boleyn, a ground 
Swansea had won at just 
once in its 112-year history - 
back in 1956 - and this was a 
result hardly anyone saw 
coming. 

Yet goals from Wayne 
Routledge, Andre Ayew and 
Ki Sung-Yueng stunned West 
Ham inside 50 minutes. 

Diafra Sakho pulled one 
back, with the help of a final 
touch from Stephen Kingsley, 
but fellow sub Bafetimbi 
Gomis killed West Ham off in 
stoppage time. 

A hefty defeat left the 
Hammers facing a nervy final 
two games to make sure they 
secure at least Europa 
League football at the 
Olympic Stadium. 

NON LEAGUE 
RESULTS 

Saturday, May 7 
SYDENHAM WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Fareham Town 6 Verwood Town 0 
Horndean 3 AFC Portchester 2 
Saiisbury 1 Newport 0 
Division 1 

Tadiey Caiieva 5 East Cowes Vies 0 
Hythe & Dibden 3 Andover New Street 1 
Pewsey Vaie 1 Portiand United 0 
PUMAENGiNEERiNGHAMPSHiRE 
PREMiER LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
infinity 1 Bush Hiii 5 
Aidershot intermediate Cup 
Aiton Town Res 0 Four Marks 2 
Headiey 3 Eversiey & Caifornia Res 1 
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Rout sees Boyat Wood hit double figures 


THERE was a double hat-trick for Rich 
Smith as Boyatt Wood Wanderers 
leapfrogged Yacht Tavern with a 10-1 
demolition of their City of Southampton 
Sunday League Senior Division rivals. 

Andy Phillips, Lewie Edmondson, Nick 
Beattie and Craig Proudley also scored. 
Sam Tribbeck netted Tavern’s goal in the 
first half. 

Chamberlayne Athletic secured the 


Junior One championship after first-half 
goals from Joe Connery, Louis Lemesurier 
and Ryan Stephen gave them a 3-1 win 
against AFC Bishopstoke. 

Lee Portman and Lawrence Etheridge 
found the net as AFC Riverside (Sunday) 
won 2-1 against AFC Velmore, whose goal 
was scored by Craig Harper, to keep the 
pressure on the top two in Junior One. All 
the goals were scored in the first half. 


Eastpoint closed the gap on Junior Two 
leaders Ice Sports to three points with a 
3-0 win at Marchwood Rangers. They 
scored all their goals in the second half, 
with Dan Brunnen and David Kyle both 
getting on the scoresheet. 

Junior Three leaders AFC Waterside took 
another big step towards the title by 
beating Durley 6-3. 

An Ash Dallimore brace and a Martin 


Williams goal ensured Durley were in the 
game at half-time, when Waterside were 
4-3 up. 

But their second half goals ensured they 
increased their lead to four points, with 
two games still in hand, while boosting 
their goal difference to an impressive plus 
56. 

# More City of Southampton Sunday 
League reports elsewhere on this page. 


Saints hammer Police to iift 
Southampton FA silverware 



The second Saints’ U12 team that won at Bognor. 


SOUTHAMPTON Saints romped to 
an 8-0 victory over Hampshire Con¬ 
stabulary in the SDFA Women’s Chal¬ 
lenge Cup final at Sholing’s Silver- 
lake Arena. 

Becci Bath opened the scoring and 
Krystal Whyte doubled the lead on 34 
minutes. It was 3-0 two minutes later 
when Midge Browning netted. 

Browning scored again shortly into 
the second half and more goals fol¬ 


lowed for Bath and Whyte. 

The Police finally carved out their 
first clear chance after 70 minutes, 
Kat Littleboy having to make a goal¬ 
line clearance. 

Whyte completed her hat-trick be¬ 
fore setting up Whitlock to finish off 
the scoring. 

• Southampton Saints G&LFCsent 
two representative sides to the elite 
ESF Regional Tournament in Bognor, 


Southampton Saints U16s finished 
runners up to Hitchin Belles, but the 
U12s won their event. 

They won all their matches, clinch¬ 
ing the title with a 2-0 win over Tot¬ 
tenham U12 in their final match. 
They also didn’t concede a single 
goal, despite fielding two different 
squads on the two days. 

• In the Winchester & District Girls 
League, Southampton Saints Ulls 


beat Worthies 3-0 through goals from 
Brooke Slatcher (2) and Elbe Calla¬ 
way 

They then lost 2-1 to Winchester 
Blacks, Amber Birch replying. 

Saints Ulls have finished runners 
up in a league of eight teams. 

Southampton Saints U14s con¬ 
tinued their dominance of the U15 
league after beating St Francis Rang¬ 
ers and Crofton. 


Boro back in tbe top flight 



Saints loanee Gaston Ramirez is stretchered off. 


Aitor Karanka said Middles¬ 
brough were back where they be¬ 
longed after guiding the Teessid- 
ers back to the Premier League. 

Boro clinched their return to 
the top flight after a seven-year 
exile courtesy of a 1-1 draw 
against Brighton, which guar¬ 
anteed the second automatic 
promotion place in the Sky Bet 
Championship. 

Karanka, who took over at the 
Riverside in November 2013, 
said: “(I’ve been manager here 
for) two years and a half, and two 
years and a half later everything 
has changed a lot. We couldn’t 
be (more) proud of this group of 
players. 

“As I’ve said before, this group 
of players, this crowd, this 
chairman deserves to be in the 
Premier League again. 

“When I arrived here, some¬ 
times they think I was crazy 
when I said my aim was to put 
this club in the Premier League 
again, but two years and a half 
later, we are in the position 


where this club deserves to be. 
Amazing.” 

Christian Stuani’s first-half 
goal eased the home nerves at a 
sold-out Riverside Stadium and 
they held on despite ex-Saints 
loanee Dale Stephens giving 
Brighton hope with a headed 
equaliser early in the second 
half. 

Stephens went from hero to 
villain four minutes later when 


referee Mike Dean adjudged his 
tackle on Saints loanee Gaston 
Ramirez was a red-card offence. 

Raimrez was forced off with a 
nasty gash on his leg, meaning 
eight minutes of stoppage time 
to add to the tension, but Boro 
held on to spark jubilant scenes. 

Brighton must now earn pro¬ 
motion the hard way in the play¬ 
offs, where they will face Shef¬ 
field Wednesday 



Dale Stephens is shown the red card. 


Munday 
magic for 
Hunters 

HUNTERS Inn maintained 
the pressure on City of 
Southamton Sunday League 
Junior Four leaders Fawley 
RBL reserves with a 14-0 
thrashing of Burridge AFC. 

Tom Munday scored SEVEN 
and there were also hat-tricks 
for Jack Solloway and Henry 
Rule as well as a goal for 
Albert Broomfield. 

Enjoyed 

Lyndhurst JFC enjoyed two 
4-0 wins in six days against 
fellow Junior Four mid-tablers 
Sholing Monks. 

They scored all their goals 
in the away fixture in the 
second half, with Ben Hatch 
netting twice and AM Pugi and 
Craig Stickland also getting 
on the scoresheet. 

Hatch also scored in the 
second match last weekend, 
as did Tom Huggett, Kieran 
Edwards and Kane Coundley. 

Massive 

difference 

Junior Six leaders Nursling 
increased their goal 
difference to a staggering 111 
in beating FC Woolston 17-0. 

Wade Wilson and Shaun 
New bagged five apiece, 
there were braces for Marl 
Green and Brad Frampton, 
while Martin McCann, Mike 
Macleod, Damian Hunter- 
Brown and Jack Severn also 
scored. 

Own goal 


The win increased 
Nursling’s lead over Winsor 
Sports to five points after 
their nearest rivals were held 
to a 1-1 draw by Hedge End 
Town. 

Hedge End may rue 
conceding a own goal but 
they still have two games in 
hand and Liam Dwyer’s 
penalty at least ensured a 
point. 

Testwood Tornadoes 
increased the gap between 
the bottom division’s bottom 
four and the rest by beating 
Bishops Waltham Dynamos 
7-4, courtesy of a Tom Mac 
hat-trick and braces for 
Stephen Angus and Zach 
Bligh. 

Still in the 
running 

AFC Spitfire still have hope 
of winning Junior Five after 
their 5-2 thrashing of Sporting 
Compass, for whom Karl 
Adcock and Jake Wilkes 
scored in each half. 

Leaders Portswood United 
Res are ten points clear, but 
Spitfire still have four games 
in hand. 
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Paine’s World 


The SciinTs legend's 



column on all Things f ooTball 



Mid-table shake-up a 
big worry for bosses 



Quique Sanchez Flores and Alan Pardew both have reason to be worried 


THE process of evaluating a sea¬ 
son is an unpredictabie one. 

Rather than a static process that occurs 
once the 38th league result is neatly pen¬ 
cilled in, it’s a constant undertaking. Af¬ 
ter all, big decisions like the sacking of a 
manager are ultimately based on forecasts 
extrapolated from these perpetual assess¬ 
ments. 

In corporate speak: How is one perform¬ 
ing relative to expectation? And most im¬ 
portantly, how can one’s performances be 
expected to change over the coming weeks 
and months? 

At the start of the season, Watford would 
surely have bitten one’s hand off to be in a 
comfortable mid-table position heading into 
the final couple of games of the Premier 
League campaign. 

And there’s no doubt, for a team that 
changed coach and signed all but two of 
their regular starting lineup in the summer, 
reaching the 40-point mark with games to 
spare is a thoroughly impressive achieve¬ 
ment. 

But in spite of their exciting win over As¬ 
ton Villa on the weekend, there’s the feeling 
that their season has lost its sheen — par¬ 
ticularly in light of their FA Cup semi-final 
defeat to Crystal Palace a couple of weeks 
ago. 

Late-season collapses are as trendy as 
Quique Sanchez Flores’ cashmere cardigan 
at the moment, with Watford, Stoke City, 
West Bromwich Albion and, in the most 
extreme degree. Palace themselves — a 
team who recorded nine of their 10 Premier 
League wins before Christmas — having all 
suffered over the second half of the cam¬ 
paign. 

And as comfortably as all of the afore¬ 
mentioned are set to finish the season, it’s a 
trend that will concern all of the managers 
involved. 

Of course, cumulative fatigue and result¬ 
ant injuries can be a cause of such a drop 
off, and it’s true to say Palace have spent a 
portion of the season missing the important 
Yannick Bolasie. But none of the other sides 
have had to go extended periods of time 
without their most important players. 

And so, injuries excepted, there appear 
two plausible possibilities in explaining 
such poor finishes. 

The first is the least concerning: the idea 
the players got to 40 points, saw they were all 
but guaranteed safety, and decided to take 
less of a mental tea break than an entire 
four-month, round-the-world cruise. This 
is the most convenient explanation for the 
managers, and one that it’s easy for the sup¬ 
porters to get behind. 

But is it really a reasonable suggestion? I 
love winning. You love winning. Football¬ 
ers love winning. Footballers love money. 
Playing well not only boosts their chances 


of winning, it boosts their chances of more 
money As here demonstrated with irrefuta¬ 
ble logic, it is bizarre, to say the least, to as¬ 
sume players would simply down tools once 
they’d reached the 40-point mark. 

The idea that players may well be dis¬ 
tracted by a looming bigger game is another 
simple and convenient explanation for man¬ 
agers. 

A couple of weeks ago, Watford’s Flores, 
ahead of an important league game against 
West Brom, said: “Maybe they have the dis¬ 
traction of the FA Cup, it’s normal. It’s dif¬ 
ficult to stop them but I understand that. In 
this moment if you ask the players: ‘do you 
prefer to play at Wembley or against West 
Brom,’ everyone says ‘I want to play at Wem¬ 
bley.” 

But preparing for football matches isn’t 
like studying for exams in two different sub¬ 
jects. 

Admittedly, tactical tweaks are made from 
game-to-game, but these should only be 
small adaptations to a side’s general tacti¬ 


cal blueprint. There’s reason to be sceptical 
about the ‘distraction’ distraction. 

Of course, mental fatigue is likely to play 
a part, and teams like Watford, Palace and 
West Brom, whose style of football, being as 
reactive as it is, requires absolute concen¬ 
tration and tactical discipline. 

It’s plausible to assume that in a very coun¬ 
ter-attacking team, in which sheer work rate 
and commitment is crucial to avoid com¬ 
promising the team’s defensive structure, 
motivational deficiencies are exposed more 
than they would in a team whose emphasis 
is more on a possession-based approach. 

But there is a second possibility, a possi¬ 
bility all the more concerning: that these 
teams have been found out. It’s a question 
which all of the aforementioned will be ask¬ 
ing themselves. 

None can hide from the fact that, at the end 
of next month, the Premier League table 
will be reset - and they’ll be joint-bottom. 
The form they’ve been in over the second 
half of this season is simply unsustainable. 


What if it’s not just a motivational issue. 
What if it’s a tactical one? What if? 

Managers like Stake’s Mark Hughes and 
West Brom’s Tony Pulis are unlikely to be 
too worried. 

They’ve been in the Premier League long 
enough that their methods are now fairly 
well tried and tested. 

But for Palace’s Alan Pardew, who has 
form for such bizarre winless streaks, and 
for Watford’s Flores — who is reportedly 
now subject to pressure from the club’s 
owners — there’s more reason for concern. 

Everton’s Roberto Martinez could be on 
his way out as well, with a new owner com¬ 
ing in and fans protesting their manager’s 
continued employment. 

It may well turn out to be a simple lack 
of motivation that has undermined their 
excellent starts to the season, yet there re¬ 
mains the possibility it isn’t. If they’re to 
avoid a worrying summer of waiting and 
what ifs, they’ll be hoping to finish with a 
flourish. 
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Adam Ranc 
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Surely it won’t be 


major trophy has 
gone on too long 


LAST Sunday was a day of 
great reflection for Saints, 
as they ceiebrated the past 
and iooked ahead to the fu¬ 
ture. 

The players from the club’s finest 
hour, the 1976 FA Cup win, arrived 
on an open top bus, and were pa¬ 
raded before supporters at St Mary’s 
ahead of kick-off. 

That they are still so celebrated 
now says much about the joy that 
one famous day in 1976 brought to 
not just a football club but an entire 
city 

It also was a stark reminder of 
what has since followed. 

Since the manager on that famous 
day at Wembley, Lawrie McMenemy 
left the club it has failed to achieve 
what it really might have done. 

Under McMenemy not only did 
Saints lift the FA Cup, they also fin¬ 
ished second in the top division and 
got to the League Cup final. 

In the intervening period Saints 
have spent much of the time as a top 
flight club, but the triumphs have 
been more minor rather than ma¬ 
jor - the Zenith Data Systems Cup 
final appearance, winning the John¬ 
stone’s Paint Trophy and, the pinna¬ 
cle, the 2003 FA Cup final defeat. 

Even the two promotions Saints 
achieved were tinged with a sense 
of what might have been. 

Certainly in League One there was 
no excuse for Saints failing to win 
the title that year. Instead, as in the 
Championship, they came second. 
These were, in a sense, glorious fail¬ 
ures. 

Of course, times have changed 
drastically since 1976. 

At times just staying in the top 
flight, in the era of The Dell, was, 
perhaps, a notable achievement. 

The advent of the Premier League 
means that for Saints as a club, as 
a business, arguably finishing sev¬ 
enth these days is better than win¬ 
ning the FA Cup. 

Try telling that to the fans though. 

There is a reason that the feted 76 
team were cheered onto the pitch at 
St Mary’s. 

They encapsulate a moment of his¬ 
tory, of success. 

The team that finished second ar¬ 
guably achieved something much 
more unique, much tougher, than 
the FA Cup winning side, yet they 
aren’t going to be on an open top bus. 

Nor will the sides that finished 


Thousands turned out to see Saints’ 1976 FA Cup winning team on their open top bus tour 40 years on 


second to win promotion, nor will 
the teams that finished seventh or 
eighth, or the JPT team, or the sides 
that saved Saints from relegation in 
the 90s. 

However, for all the contemplation 


and celebration, there is reason for 
optimism looking ahead. 

Saints have positioned themselves 
to continue the level of success they 
have started in recent years under 
the leadership of Ralph Krueger, 


Les Reed and, of course, Ronald 
Koeman. 

Saints suddenly feel like a club 
that can achieve once again, and 
surely, hopefully, it won’t be another 
40 years without a major trophy. 



another 40 years 

Saints’wait for a 



Recognise 
76 heroes 

IF THERE is one thing that 
the 1976 celebrations and all 
the recent celebrity deaths 
should have taught us, it’s to 
appreciate people while they 
are still alive. 

It is a curious trait that we 
have outpourings of emotions 
and a desperate need to find 
fitting tributes to people only 
once they are dead and can 
no longer appreciate it. 

Perhaps doing something 
while they are alive might be 
a better policy. 

With that in mind, as good 
as the 76 celebrations were, 
it would be nice to see Saints 
do something to formally 
recognise the team in a more 
permanent way. 

The Ted Bates statue, which 
ultimately was not paid for by 
the club, is a wonderful thing 
outside St Mary’s, and has 
become totally iconic. 

It would be good to see 
such an historic moment as 
the FA Cup win immortalised 
in some way, even if it’s less 
ostentatious, and less costly. 

Also the manager that day, 
and for many of the club’s 
greatest successes, Lawrie 
McMenemy, still has no 
formal recognition in a 
ground with rooms named 
after a variety of characters 
from the club’s history. 

Now is the time to put these 
things right. 



Lawrie McMenemy 


Title win 
no shock 

YOU may have noticed that 
Adam Rant has not spent 
this whole column droning 
on about Leicester’s Premier 
League title win. 

Of course, if you wound the 
clock back six months, this 
still would have been a real 
shock. 

However, it has been 
obvious for a couple of 
months, and as such the tone 
of reporting, such stunned 
disbelief, has been a little bit 
nauseating. 

Leicester won because they 
deserved to over the course 
of a very long season. 

Any genuinely interesting 
reflections or insights are 
welcome, but let’s not 
pretend this just crept up out 
of nowhere. 
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Returning Lafayette cannot 
wait for ‘fresh start’ at club 



ROSS Lafayette is hoping to 
foiiow the iead of a rejuve¬ 
nated Yemi Odubade after re¬ 
turning to the Eastieigh foid. 

Just like Odubade 12 months ear¬ 
lier, Lafayette was sent out on loan 
for the latter part of 2016/17, writes 
WENDY GEE. 

He returned from four months at 
National League rivals Aldershot to 
start the Spitfires’ final league game 
of the season at Woking last week. 

Ultimately it finished in the heart¬ 
break of a 2-1 defeat and failure to 
reach the play-offs, but the 30-year- 
old former Luton Town and Well¬ 
ing frontman is hoping that, like 
Odubade, he will have benefited from 
some time away 

Until injuring a hamstring in the 
FA Cup third round at home to Bol¬ 
ton, Odubade had started the season 
reinvigorated after a spell at Woking 
the previous campaign. 

Lafayette, who has another year to 
run on his Silverlake contract, said: 
“I enjoyed my time at Aldershot - not 
so much the results, but it was good 
to get some games under my belt. 

“It was a completely different squad 
to this one (at Eastleigh), a young 
squad, and I was instantly one of 
the senior players and I relished that 
task. 

Lead from the front 

“I’ve come back to Eastleigh try¬ 
ing to lead from the front and it was 
good to play alongside Tubbsy (Ports¬ 
mouth loanee Matt Tubbs). 

“If I can emulate what Yemi’s done. 
I’ll be happy. 

“Yemi’s a great lad and he’s been 
fantastic this season. It’s just un¬ 
fortunate that he did his hamstring 
when he was really flying. 

“I’ve got another year, and it’s a 
fresh start.” 

Eastleigh’s loss at Woking ensured 
they would miss out on the play-offs, 
but the damage had been done the 
previous week when they lost 1-0 at 
home to fellow high-fliers Tranmere 
Rovers, all but destroying their top- 
five dream. 

“Coming back in at the start of last 
week, I could tell the boys were hurt¬ 
ing,” said Lafayette. 

As things turned out, even victory 
at Woking would not have nailed 


Eastleigh a top-five place. 

Braintree’s 3-0 defeat of Altrin¬ 
cham ensured it was the Essex club 
who joined Grimsby, Dover and For¬ 
est Green in the play-offs. 

But had results gone in their fa¬ 
vour elsewhere, the Spitfires’ would 
have been kicking themselves after 
a calamitous first-half cave-in had 
allowed Keiron Murtagh and John 
Goddard to strike for the Cards in the 
13th and 15th minutes. 

Left-back Michael Green said: “It 
was a weird game. 

“We had a silly five minutes and let 
in two goals which killed us. 


“We knew at the start that we had to 
win and we had to go for it. 

“When you push forward like that 
there’s always the risk of leaving 
yourselves open at the back. 

“But there’s no excuse for the goals 
we let in today. 

“At the start of the season you’d 
have expected us to be in the play-offs 
again, so it’s disappointing not to be 
there. I’m gutted. 

“Goals win you games and we prob¬ 
ably haven’t scored enough. But it’s 
the whole team’s responsibility and 
we can’t blame anyone or anything. 

“The sad part is that I think we 


would have stood more of a chance 
in the play-offs this season because 
the teams are not as strong as they 
were last year.” 

Like Lafayette, Sway-based Green 
has another year left on his contact, 
as do Joe Partington, James Consta¬ 
ble, Ross Flitney, Dan Harding and 
Jai Reason. 

Luke Coulson, the Spitfires’ record 
signing from Oxford City, is contract¬ 
ed until the end of 2017/18. 

Those not on that list will be sweat¬ 
ing on their futures after manager 
Chris Todd made it clear that big 
changes lay ahead this summer. 


Delight for 
debutant 

BASINGSTOKE Town have 
not had much to cheer about 
this season with relegation 
from the National League 
South. 

But finishing the campaign 
unbeaten in three games was 
a positive sign - as was a first 
ever senior goal for young 
striker George Bennett. 

Making the most of his 
debut appearance, Bennett 
took advantage of a 
goalkeeping mistake to set 
the seal on a 2-0 win at 
Chelmsford last weekend. 

After a shaky start by the 
visitors, player-of-the-season 
Louie Soares side-footed into 
the top corner before, with 
Christian Dibble in no man’s 
land, Bennett tucked the ball 
into an empty net with 38 
minutes gone. 

Keeping his promise to give 
youngsters from the club’s 
academy some game time, 
manager Terry Brown also 
handed minutes to Aaron 
Jarvis and George Hallahan. 

Jarvis had scored eight 
goals in 16 games on a dual¬ 
signing with Wessex outfit 
Whitchurch this season. 

• Following a successful 
day of under-16 and under-18 
youth trials, Winchester City 
are planning another set of 
trials this month. 

The under-16s are inviting 
potential new players to join 
them on May 18 (6.30- 
8.30pm) at the club’s Denplan 
City Ground HQ. 

That follows the under-18s’ 
extra trial day on Saturday, 
May 14 (12-2pm) at the same 
venue. 

Details from Elliott Trodd on 
07968 288283 or Ryan 
Andress on 07891 245839. 



Aaron Jarvis 



Bank Holiday Magic 
at Disneyland® Paris 

Unbeatable value Disney breaks 
3 days from £199 adults, £149 kids, 28 May & 
27 August 2016 

These unbeatable value, hugely popular breaks at ‘peak 
season’ are ideal for families. Spend a full day enjoying all 
the magic and wonder of Disneyland® Paris! 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Two nights’ three-star bed and continental breakfast hotel 
accommodation within easy reach of Disneyland Paris 

• One Day Ticket to either Disneyland® Park or Walt Disney 
Studios® Park (Hopper ticket upgrade available) 

• Coach travel from the local area and Channel crossings 

• The services of a Newmarket Representative 


Reader Offer 


Newmarket 


Holidays 




MUyEeho 


Call 0330 160 7751 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll578 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


mABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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Mike Gosney. 


Could Gos be among first Hall of Fame inductees? 


AFC TOTTON have a special double 
event planned for Sunday, May 29. 

Following an afternoon testimonial for 
long-serving wideman Mike Gosney, the 
Stags will host a black-tie dinner-dance 
to launch their “Hall of Fame”. 

Gosney’s match (3pm kick-off) will pit 
a Gos XI against an AFC Totton XI with 
special guests. 

It will honour a player who, in Janu¬ 
ary, made a record-breaking 387th ap¬ 
pearance for the Testwood Stadium 
club. 


Entry for the testimonial game will 
be £5 adults and £1 children. Gates will 
open at 12.30pm and the bar and kitchen 
will be in operation. 

Hall of Fame 

That evening, Gosney could well be 
one of the first five names inducted into 
the club’s “Hall of Fame.” 

Barring a short spell with Gosport 
Borough, the skilful winger has been 
part of the Totton furniture for 11 years 
since joining as a 16-year-old from Win¬ 


chester City reserves. 

Tickets (£25 individuals, £250 table 
of ten) are selling quickly for the two- 
course meal and music in the Testwood 
Stadium’s Monarch Suite (7.30pm). 

Anyone wishing to attend is urged to 
get in touch with the club as quickly as 
possible. Ring 07710 020786 or contact 
chairman@afctotton.com 

• Got a local football story for us? 
Email echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 


Totton seek replacement 
after coach Burch departs 



Third exit from 
backroom team 
taken from Hythe 

LEE Burch has quit as head 
coach of Southern One South 
& West outfit AFC Totton af¬ 
ter just one season with the 
Stags. 

His departure means that all three 
of the coaching team recruited from 
Hythe & Dibden last summer have 
now moved on. 

Coach Dave Rowland - currently 
with Winchester City - and goalkeep¬ 
ing coach Jamie Cotton - now of 
Petersfield Town - left earlier in the 
season. 

A club statement confirmed: “Fol¬ 
lowing discussions about next sea¬ 
son, Lee Burch has tendered his res¬ 
ignation. 

“Lee leaves us after one season at 
the club as head coach. 

“Lee will spend the next few weeks 
or months considering what he wants 
to do next in football. 

“We wish Lee all the best in what¬ 
ever he does choose to do next in foot¬ 
ball and look forward to seeing him 
soon, maybe even in an opposition 
dugout.” 

Hands-on 

As yet. Stags boss Steve Hollick has 
no replacement for Burch lined up, 
but he promised: “We’re speaking to 
a couple of people and we’ll name 
someone soon. 

“We’ll be looking to get a new coach¬ 
ing team in. 

“The (youth) link-up with Matt Le 
Tissier Natural Coaching means 
we’ve got some good coaches coming 
into the club. Hopefully we can tie 
the whole lot up together and set our¬ 
selves up for years to come. 

“I’d like to be a bit more hands-on 
with the coaching too. It’s something 
I should do and it’ll be good for me.” 

With regard to Burch’s departure, 
Hollick added: “It’s a shame. He’s a 
phenomenal coach and he’ll be sadly 
missed about the place, but I think 
Burchy has aspirations to become a 


AFC Totton coach Lee Burch has resigned 

manager. I thank him for his help and 
support over the season.” 

Burch, who spent months on 
crutches having broken his leg play¬ 
ing for Totton’s reserves last Septem¬ 
ber, tweeted: “Thanks to everyone at 
@AFCTotton good club with loads of 
potential & lots of good people. Look¬ 
ing forward to next challenge what¬ 
ever that is.” 


Since Cotton left the Testwood Sta¬ 
dium, former Sholing, Blackfield and 
Brockenhurst No.l Scott O’Rourke 
has been helping out as goalkeeper 
coach. 

Tricky one 

Hollick, though, is not sure if his 
good friend can continue next season. 

“Scott’s based in Oxford work-wise 


and that journey up and down the 
A34 makes it difficult for him,” he 
said. 

“Scott’s an excellent coach and gets 
on well with Mowy (Stags goalkeeper 
Steve Mowthorpe) and it would be 
great if we could keep him on board. 

“But he’s been retired for some 
time and coming back to this level of 
football is a tricky one.” 


Stefan on 
the up... 

FORMER AFC Totton striker 
Stefan Brown has achieved 
his dream of National League 
South football - four years 
after missing out on 
promotion with the Stags. 

Brown was part of the 
Totton side beaten 4-2 in the 
Southern Premier play-off 
final at Oxford City in May 
2012 . 

And when Leamington 
seized a 20th-minute lead at 
Hungerford Town last 
Monday, it looked as if 
lightning might strike twice 
for the former Testwood 
Stadium favourite. 

Stars 

But Brown himself gave 
Hungerford hope, escaping 
his marker to net a 
64th-minute equaliser, and 
the Berkshire side finished 
the job, 2-1, with seven 
minutes remaining when Mike 
Jones headed home James 
Clark’s corner. 

It means that little 
Hungerford, who attracted an 
average crowd of just 149 to 
their Bulpit Lane home during 
2015/16, will take their place 
alongside league champions 
Poole Town in Step Two of the 
non-League pyramid next 
term. 

Proud Crusaders boss 
Bobby Wilkinson grinned: “It 
was written in the stars. I 
never stopped believing in 
these boys because they 
never let me down. Little 
Hungerford Town are in the 
National South!” 

A delighted Brown tweeted: 
“What a feeling!!! Promotion 
for @HungerfordTown only 
nicked another goal 
#getin#conferencesouth 
we’re coming for you!” 

IWeeted 

Among those to 
congratulate the Crusaders 
was Hungerford-born Saints 
striker Charlie Austin, who 
played for his hometown club 
en route to Premier League 
fame and fortune. 

He tweeted: “Another one 
of my old teams have got 
promoted congratulations @ 
HungerfordTown® 
BurnleyOfficial 



Stefan Brown. 
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Promotion 
is Rebels’ 
yell with 
Elphick 


Gary Elphick 


FORMER Eastleigh defender 
Gary Elphick is celebrating 
success as a player-manager. 

His Worthing side have 
secured promotion after 
winning the Ryman Division 
One South play-offs. 

Elphick’s Rebels beat 
Faversham Town 3-0 in last 
Saturday’s final to seal their 
long-awaited return to the 
Ryman Premier Division. 

“It feels like the weight of 
the world is off my 
shoulders,” admitted Elphick, 
who signed for Eastleigh in 
January 2012 and left the 
Spitfires the following 
October after Richard Hill had 
succeeded Ian Baird at the 
Silverlake helm. 


Fantastic 

“Two games in people were 
calling for our heads, so I’m 
glad the fans stayed loyal 
with us and it’s an 
unbelievable ending to what 
has been a fantastic season,” 
he added. 

Saturday’s play-off final 
attracted 1,889 supporters to 
a packed-out Photronix 
Stadium 

“It couldn’t have been any 
better for the club,” said 
Elphick, brother of AFC 
Bournemouth’s Tommy who 
captained the Cherries to 
promotion to the Premier 
League this time last year. 


Great progression 

“It just shows what great 
progression this club could 
have if we keep climbing up 
the leagues and keep being 
successful. 

“It’s a sleeping giant of non- 
League.” 

It was quite an occasion for 
Worthing’s young owner 
George Dowell. 

The 23-year-old former 
player was paralysed from 
the neck down in a road 
accident and used the money 
awarded to him to become 
the majority shareholder of 
the club he supports. 


The underdogs of Owslebury FC celebrate their Gerald Ballard Shield triumph. Picture by Lauren Cargill, LRC Photography 


OWSLEBURY FC have ‘done a Leicester’ by pull¬ 
ing off a footballing miracle. 

Sitting bottom of the Winchester & District Pre¬ 
mier Division on five points, it’s fair to say that 
league form has not been their strong suit this 
term. 

But Owslebury’s Gerald Ballard Shield campaign 
was a different story, taking them all the way to the 
final against league leaders AFC Allbrook. 


On paper the top-versus-bottom clash should 
have been a cruise for Allbrook who had won both 
league encounters - the first 4-1 and the second by 
a colossal 9-1 scoreline. 

But, just like Claudio Ranieri’s Foxes, Owsle¬ 
bury dug deep into their reserves of will to win to 
snatch a shock 2-1 victory thanks to a Sam Whiel- 
don penalty and Wesley Allwood’s winner. 

“I am so proud of the boys!” beamed manager 


Tom King. 

“We were massive underdogs but, as a group of 
mates, every player gave everything they had and 
we got there in the end. 

“It was a fantastic experience.” 

Owslebury FC: Tom King (manager/captain) Steve Purnell, Wesley 
Allwood, Rob Pfieffer, Robby Dale, Ryan Cunningham, Ian Fleath, 
Myles Lofthouse, Ashley Ames, Sam Whieldon, Tom Egerton, 
Jamie Nicholson, Daniel Langridge, Jordan Flolt, Dan Crockford, 
Sam Oakley, Rami Richardson. 


Shine a light on Brock future 


BROCKENHURSrS future in 
the Sydenhams Premier Divi¬ 
sion rests with the New For¬ 
est Nationai Park Authority 
(NFNPA) seeing the iight. 

Floodlights have been a major issue 
at Grigg Lane for some time now with 
recorded lux levels falling a long way 
short of the standard required for 
Step 5 football. 

A full planning application has 
been lodged with the NFNPA for a 
replacement system and the club are 
hopeful of being given the thumbs up 
to proceed by the end of June so that 
work can be completed in time for the 
new campaign. 

Brock chairman Stan Reid ex¬ 
plained: “For our continued partici¬ 
pation in the Wessex Premier, the 
club is required to have a working 
system in place which meets the FA’s 
minimum criteria for an average lux 
of 180 for the start of 2016/17. 

“The replacement system will in¬ 
troduce new lamps with modern LED 
luminaires (bulbs) which are de¬ 
signed to reduce light pollution and 
eliminate spillage outside the area of 
the pitch. 

“The new lamps are fitted with spe¬ 
cial protectors to direct the light only 
to the target area. 

“Control system components will 
be replaced and the new lights will 
be fitted to the existing pylons at a 
height of 14-15 metres.” 

The new lights will be cheaper to 
run than the old system and will al¬ 
low the club to reduce the impact on 
the neighbourhood by keeping the 


Brockenhurst FC’s Grigg Lane ground 


lights on over the stand shortly after 
evening matches, while turning the 
main floodlights off. 

The club have had quotations in the 
region of £30,000, excluding VAT, to 
do the work and are finalising a fund¬ 
ing plan which includes Grant Aid 
and monies raised within the club. 

Vodaphone, meanwhile, has sub¬ 
mitted a planning application to 
increase its existing 15-metre pylon 
at the ground to 20 metres to enable 


them to extend their services and 
share with o2. 

“Vodaphone is collaborating with 
the club to ensure the two initiatives 
are aligned,” said Reid. 

* Brockenhurst are looking for 
someone with an accounting back¬ 
ground/good numeracy skills to han¬ 
dle finance and contacts administra¬ 
tion. The job is likely to take between 
two and four hours a week, paying an 
hourly rate of £10-£12 based on expe¬ 


rience. Ring general secretary Clare 
Robbins on 07957 802216 for details. 

* Brock rounded off their Syden¬ 
hams campaign with a 2-1 win at 
Horndean on Tuesday Jack Burrows 
and Ryan Long scored, with Robbie 
Tambling replying. 

The Badgers finished 14th, level 
on 44 points with Whitchurch and 
with an identical goal difference of 
-16. Brock scored 71 goals to the Jam 
Boys’ 66. 


WELCOME TO BROCKENHURST FOOTBALL CLU 
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Matt Paterson 


Paterson lambasted after ‘unforgivable’ mistake 


EX-SAINT Matt Paterson was firmly in 
the firing line as Havant & Waterlooville 
chairman Derek Pope vented his anger 
in the players’ direction following their 
relegation from the National League 
South. 

Paterson was at fault for the Weston 
equaliser that saw the Hawks relegated 
on goal difference after a 1-1 draw at 
Westleigh Park. 

The 26-year-old sloppily surrendered 
possession and the Hawks paid a sky- 
high price when Scott Wilson scrubbed 
out their slender lead with just 17 min¬ 
utes to go. 

It means that, just 12 months on from 
reaching the Conference South play¬ 
offs, Havant are coming to terms with 


a future in the Ryman or Southern Pre¬ 
mier Division. 

Suggesting some of the Havant & Wa¬ 
terlooville players “looked like they 
didn’t really want to be here”, a dis¬ 
traught Pope struggled to contain his 
fury, describing Saturday’s events as “a 
tragedy”. 

Of Paterson’s blunder, he said: “What 
he did, trying to beat a player when he 
was the last defender, was unforgivable. 
To do something like that when all he 
had to do was kick it out was unbeliev¬ 
able.” 

Paterson, who was born in Scotland 
and grew up in Fareham, made 17 Saints 
appearances between 2008 and 2010. 

“It hurts me to pick a player out but 


sometimes that needs to be done,” said 
Pope. 

Lee Bradbury, Havant’s manager for 
the past four seasons, described the 
club’s fall from grace as “heartbreak¬ 
ing”. 

“We’re gutted,” he confessed. 

“Being relegated is not something to 
be proud of and it’s the first time in my 
career it’s happened.” 

Bradbury pointed to Havant’s abysmal 
away form - just two wins from 21 jour¬ 
neys - as the catalyst for their downfall. 

It’s a dire disappointment for a club 
who, just eight years ago, were the 
talk of the land after twice leading the 
mighty Liverpool in the FA Cup fourth 
round at Anfield. 



Bennett bags cup with 
a brace in finai match 


JUSTIN Bennett maintained 
his happy scoring knack to 
the very end as he caiied 
time on his stay at Gosport 
Borough on Tuesday night. 

The former Andover and Eastleigh 
marksman scored twice as Borough 
lifted the Russell Cotes Cup for the 
fourth time with a 2-1 win at AFC 
Portchester. 

The brace took Gosport’s all-time 
leading scorer to a magnificent tally 
of 263 in his nine years at Privett 
Park. 

Small wonder that manager Alex 
Pike said afterwards: “He will be a 
big miss for us. He showed again how 
deadly he can be.” 

Having been teed-up by Dan Wood¬ 
en for Borough’s 22nd-minute opener, 
Bennett struck again following a cor¬ 
ner shortly before half-time. 

Portchester gave themselves hope 
when Joe Bye lifted the ball over the 
top for Jason Parish to run on to and 
score, but Graham Rix’s Wessex un¬ 
derdogs could not muster an equal¬ 
iser. 

Gosport finished ninth in the Na¬ 
tional League South, but it could all 
have ended so differently had the 
club’s financial problems not under¬ 
mined their push for the play-offs. 

Lifting the Russell Cotes Cup of¬ 
fered some sort of consolation with 
Pike admitting: “It has been a horrid 
last two-and-a-half months for us, so 
it’s nice to sign off with a win. 

Curtain came down 

The curtain came down on Bor¬ 
ough’s league season with a sorry 
5-2 defeat against relegated Hayes & 
Yeading last Saturday 

Afterwards, an emotional Pike ad¬ 
mitted he did not know what the fu¬ 
ture held for him. 

Unable to contain his upset in an 
interview with BBC Radio Solent, he 
said: “I’ve got to look at what I want 
out of football. 

“At this moment in time I feel like 
I’ve been kicked in the stomach. I ask 
myself if I’ve got the stomach for the 
fight. Who motivates the motivator? 


Justin Bennett signed off with two goals in his final Gosport outing. Inset: Alex Pike. 


“These are a good bunch of 
honest players and what they have 
done for the club in my time, the 
last ten years, has been absolutely 
magnificent. 

“The team spirit they’ve had has 
been snuffed out like a pilot light. 
Someone’s got to relight it - and 
who’s going to do that? 

“I’m upset for the players. I’m upset 
for me and I’m upset for the support¬ 
ers.” 


Pike, who was reduced to tears to¬ 
wards the end of an extraordinary in¬ 
terview, said he would not be rushed 
into a decision about his future. 

Really sad 

“I’ve always said that football’s 
about enjoyment and, if you’re not 
enjoying it, you need to get out,” he 
said. 

“But, as a manager, do you really 
want to make a knee-jerk reaction 


and say maybe I’ve taken Gosport as 
far as I possibly can? 

“But then I see what’s happened to 
Havant (relegated) and I don’t want 
that to happen to us under my watch. 

“To see Havant go down is really 
sad. 

“I know the money that (H&W 
chairman) Derek Pope has put into 
that club and I know how he must 
be feeling. I feel like crying. I’m 
choking up.” 


Poole talk 
to striker 

TOM Killick was this week 
planing to meet with sought- 
after striker Justin Bennett in 
the hope of luring him back 
to Poole Town. 

The 33-year-old hitman, who 
scored seven goals in six 
matches while on loan at 
Tatnam in 2014, is a free 
agent having cancelled his 
contract at cash-strapped 
Gosport Borough, writes 
Andy Mitchell. 

His public exit has 
prompted a flurry of interest 
and Bennett is also a target 
for hometown club Salisbury, 
the reformed giants who have 
won promotion as 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
champions. 

Poole players such as Nick 
Hutchings have already been 
trying to influence his 
decision via social media and 
Killick hopes that familiarity 
could boost his bid. 

Killick, who has just led 
Poole into the National 
League South, said: “I plan to 
meet with Justin this week 
because I think he wants to 
get his future sorted sooner 
rather than later. That suits us 
as well so we need to get 
together and see what can be 
done. 

“Financially, we are not in a 
position to offer hugely 
powerful packages to people. 
That’s the situation we’re in 
and I fully understand that, I 
have no problem with it. 

“Notwithstanding the fact 
Salisbury are at a lower level, 

I understand why they would 
be an attractive proposition. 
They are a bigger club than 
the level they are at. 

“But he has gone on record 
as saying he is keen to stay at 
National South level and 
that’s something which will 
hopefully go in our favour. 

“He has been at the club 
before. He is known to us but, 
just as importantly, we are 
known to him. He is held in 
really high regard by the 
players and, as well as being 
such a good player, is the 
sort of person you want to 
have around your club. 

“If you look at his 
goalscoring record, it is 
phenomenal. We are 
definitely interested but I am 
sure now his situation is 
sorted, there may well be 
other clubs after him.” 



Tom Killick. 













Saturday, May 7,2016 


DAILY ECHO 


13 


Non league goc>TBAL 





Team Solent celebrate after winning the Wessex League Cup final at Salisbury FC. 


Adekunie a worthy final hero 


Tobi gives Solent 
League Cup joy 



Tobi Adekunie scores the only goal of the Wessex League Cup final. 



Team Solent celebrate their Wessex League Cup win. 


TEAM Solent manager James 
Taylor hailed Tobi Adekunie 
a worthy match-winner for 
Team Soient in Monday’s 
Sydenhams League Cup tri¬ 
umph at Saiisbury. 

The powerful winger’s name was 
mysteriously missing from the player 
profiles in the matchday programme, 
writes WENDY GEE. 

But he more than made up for that 
with his presence on the park, cap¬ 
ping a typically industrious display 
with the 65th-minute decider against 
Newport loW. 

Reflecting on the Students’ 1-0 vic¬ 
tory, Taylor said: “Both teams looked 
quite tired and we were poor in the 
first half and much better in the sec¬ 
ond, but Tobi was one who started the 
game really well. 

“He deserved his goal. 

“He’s worked really hard since com¬ 
ing back to us from Sholing and has 
been very consistent. 

“He’s trained hard and this is his re¬ 
ward. 

“There’s more to come from him too. 
Next season he’ll be even better.” 

Monday’s win capped a brilliant first 
season in the Sydenhams Premier 
ranks for the super-fit Southampton 
Solent University side who, less a 
month earlier, had successfully de¬ 
fended the Southampton Senior Cup 
at St Mary’s. 

“It’s been amazing throughout,” 
smiled Taylor. “To finish seventh in 
the league and win two cups is more 
than we could have dreamed. 

Although Monday’s game was noth¬ 
ing like the spectacle of Solent’s 5-0 
demolition job on Blackfield & Lang¬ 
ley at St Mary’s, Taylor saluted his 
young troops for their efforts over a 
long, hard season. 

“These lads have worked so hard and 
it takes a huge effort from them,” he 
said. 

“As well as Wessex League football, 
they train twice a week, play for the 


university and they’ve got their edu¬ 
cation on top of that. 

“With the fixture backlog, it seems as 


if we played every other day in April. 

“It’s been hard, but we’ve just about 
done it.” 


Having set their standards high, 
Solent’s task is to keep on improving 
next term. 

“It’s a difficult job given what we’ve 
achieved, but we’re ambitious as a 
club and hopefully we will try and 
challenge at the top end next season,” 
said the boss. 

“We’ll have a hard time again play¬ 
ing catch-up because we don’t get 
our players back at the start of the 
season, but the structure of the side 
is good and it’s about getting them all 
back as quickly as possible.” 

Inevitably, being a university side, 
Solent will sustain some losses as stu¬ 
dents reach the end of their degree 
courses. 

Ex-Arsenal midfielder Sam Byles 
- crowned man-of-the-match on Mon¬ 
day - is leaving, as is wideman Jim 
Orvis and versatile defender Oily 
Goddard. 

But the up side is that there will be 
a fresh intake of students to choose 
from. 

For the moment, Wessex football 
is as high as Solent can aim for with 
Step 5 the ceiling for a university 
team. 

Taylor confirmed: “At the moment 
no university side can be promoted, 
but we’re hopeful that might change.” 



Solent’s 

strides 


TEAM Solent are 
breaking out of their 
university boundaries 
to launch a youth 
development scheme. 

Next season the 
Southampton Solent 
University outfit will 
enter an under-16 team 
in the City of 
Southampton Youth 
League. 

Having made huge 
strides forward with the 
senior side, finishing 
seventh in the 
Sydenhams Premier this 
term and lifting two 
cups, Solent want local 
youth to benefit from 
their excellent facilities 
and qualified coaching 
staff. 

The new team will be 
managed by Dave Fear, 
who did such an 
excellent job rolling 
talented players off the 
youth conveyor belt at 
his previous club 
Sholing. 

“The idea is to get a 
youth set-up going and 
make the club as big as 
possible,” explained 
boss James Taylor, 
whose management/ 
coaching staff includes 
Kevin Braybrook, Mick 
Marsh, Fear and James 
Phillips. 

“The players won’t be 
part of the university, but 
a few of them may get 
the option to go to uni 
further down the line, so 
it could be a slight 
recruitment drive. 

“The youth team will 
get the opportunity to 
train with first-team 
players as well and, after 
a year, when they can 
sign up for men’s 
football, they will be 
considered for that. 

“Dave Fear will 
manage the team, but 
we will all be around and 
keen to help out.” 

Open trials for the new 
under-16 side will 
commence at Test Park, 
Lower Brownhill Road, 
Southampton, S016 
9BP, this Monday, May 9 
(7pm). 

For more details 
contact James Taylor at 
jtaylor@itchen.ac.uk 



Dave Fear. 
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Next special needs free festival will be bigger and better 



Youngsters enjoy a free football tournament for Hampshire special needs schools at Eastleigh FC. Pompey legend Alan 
Knight (right) was a special guest. 


REED Specialist Recruitment 
Southampton Education plan to 
stage another free football tour¬ 
nament for Hampshire’s special 
needs schools - but even bigger 
and better next time. 

Reed were so impressed with 
last month’s tournament staged at 
Eastleigh EC’s Silverlake Stadium 
that they can’t wait to do it all over 
again. 

“We had over 320 children at¬ 
tend the whole day from all round 


Hampshire and the Isle of Wight,” 
reported Reed’s special education¬ 
al needs consultant Jamie Bray. 

“The event went really well with 
outstanding support from Hamp¬ 
shire FA and Youth Sport Trust - 
plus help on the day from South¬ 
ampton Solent football studies 
students and Eastleigh FC, who 
supported with the venue. 

“We were also lucky to have Alan 
Knight MBE, Eastleigh’s ex-Saints 
defender Dan Harding and Ports¬ 


mouth midfielder Ben Close at¬ 
tend. 

“I’m very proud of the event. It 
was a massive effort and I want 
to say special thanks to individu¬ 
als such as Martina Heath and 
Charlotte Brown of Hants FA, Ma¬ 
deleine Campbell of Youth Sport 
Trust, and Kenny Amor and Ray 
Murphy of Eastleigh FC. 

“Without these people the event 
wouldn’t have been such a suc¬ 
cess.” 


‘No regrets’ for Hart over 
leaving Sutton’s rising star 



Callum Hart opted for a local move when joining Salibury last summer 


CALLUM Hart has “no re¬ 
grets” about rejoining Saiis- 
bury from Sutton United - but 
insists iife in the Sydenhams 
Wessex League has been an 
“eye-opener”. 

The 30-year-old left Paul Boswell’s 
Us last summer to join the rebirth 
of the Whites in a player/coach role, 
writes Joel Holt. 

Nine months later, Sutton are pre¬ 
paring to face Boswell’s old club East¬ 
leigh in the National League next sea¬ 
son, having been crowned NL South 
champions, while Salisbury are cele¬ 
brating the Sydenhams Premier title. 

Ex-AFC Bournemouth defender 
Hart said: “I texted the manager 
(Boswell) to say congratulations. 

“I still speak to some of the Sutton 
lads. It’s a good club with a good set 
of fans and manager, but the travel¬ 
ling was too much for me. 

“Baytime training was just too 
much to go to London two or three 
times a week, so no regrets. 

“We’re champions as well, which 
makes it that little bit easier.” 

Whites wrapped up the Wessex title 
three weeks before the season ended 
with a 3-0 victory over Horndean. 

Hart was sidelined with an ankle in¬ 


jury that night but made his return to 
competitive action for the first time 
in three weeks during Salisbury’s 5-1 
win over Hamworthy. 

He penned a two-year deal with 
Whites last summer and says he 


wants to be part of the club’s long¬ 
term plans. 

“It was good to get that win against 
Horndean,” added the left-back, who 
started as a youth team player with 
Bristol City. 


“This season has been an eye-open¬ 
er with some of the away grounds, 
that’s for sure. But it is what it is. 

“This club doesn’t deserve to be 
where it is, but it is. 

“The quicker we get back up to 
Conference South/ Conference level, 
the better it will be for everyone. 

“I don’t know too much about the 
league above but, from what I’ve 
been told, there’s not a massive dif¬ 
ference. 

“The main aim is back-to-back pro¬ 
motions. Hopefully, we’ll keep the 
experienced players and build from 
there.” 

Tomorrow (3pm) the Ray Mac is 
hosting a charity fun day, featuring a 
Salisbury Charity Stars v Salisbury 
Legends match. 

Hart will be lining up alongside 
the likes of pal Brian Button, Jon 
Bass, Andy Cook, Ian Chalk, Beclan 
McGregor, Scott Bartlett, Aaron 
Cook and Charlie Knight for the Leg¬ 
ends. 

Money raised from the day will go 
to the Claire Brown Neurological 
Treatment fund and Salisbury FC 
Supporters’ Club. 

Admission is £5 adults, £1 children. 
Gates open at 10am ahead of un- 
der-10 matches (10.30am). 


Lawy’s 
proud run 
at home Is 
ended 

HYTHE & Dibden’s last away 
game of the Sydenhams 
Division One campaign was a 
real heartbreaker for 
Laverstock & Ford whose 
unbeaten home record went 
down the pan. 

The Wiltshire club had gone 
20 games unbeaten at their 
Dell fortress prior to Hythe’s 
visit, but it all fell apart for 
them in a 3-2 defeat. 

Lawy found themselves 2-0 
down inside ten minutes, but 
thought they had got 
themselves back on track 
when Rob Gallagher and 
Russell Jones - his 28th goal 
of the season - levelled the 
scores. 

But Hythe struck late on the 
break to claim the points with 
goals by Ollie Bradley, Matt 
Smith and sub Billy Drever. 

“That was a tough moment 
trying to pick the lads up after 
that loss,” lamented Lawy 
joint manager Liam 
McConnell, whose side have 
finished the campaign in fifth 
spot. 

“On the whole, the season 
has been a big step forward 
but we seemed to just tire in 
the last five games. 

“We were challenging 
Amesbury for second spot 
and were right in the mix, I 
can’t express my thanks to 
the players for their efforts. 
This is a young side full of 
talent, so Rob (Lakeman, 
co-boss) and I are incredibly 
excited by next season and 
achieving the targets we set.” 

Lawy are in the Salisbury 
Hospital Cup Final at the 
Raymond McEnhill Stadium 
on Tuesday (May 10). 

Standing between them and 
the silverware are promoted 
Sydenhams One runners-up 
Amesbury who beat 
Shaftesbury 2-1 in 
Wednesday’s semi-final 
thanks to Dan Beckley and 
Danny Finnigan. 

Mid-table Hythe & Dibden 
were due to wrap up their 
league season this weekend 
at home to Andover New 
Street. 



Laverstock’s Russell Jones 
(right) looks to find a way 
through the Hythe & Dibden 
defence. 
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Tom Killick. 


Killick: We can’t pluck extra money ‘from thin air’ 


POOLE Town boss Tom Killick has 
warned an increased budget cannot be 
plucked “from thin air” following the 
club’s promotion from the Southern 
League. 

He says a big effort is essential if the 
required spending power for the Nation¬ 
al League South is to be secured. 

Long-serving Killick is already plan¬ 
ning for life in non-League’s second 
tier and intends to keep the bulk of his 
squad together, but he also admits there 
is a need to strengthen. 


Killick is keen for local businesses to 
back his team and give them the best 
chance of being competitive at the high¬ 
er level. 

“Financially, running the club has 
been very difficult for the directors in 
terms of sustaining things at the level 
we were at last year,” he said. 

“Looking ahead, you can’t just say, 
‘we’ve gone up a league so we have to 
spend more money’ - the money has to 
come from somewhere. 

“The directors can’t magic money out 


of thin air and the trouble is that going 
up a league doesn’t automatically sig¬ 
nificantly increase your revenue. 

“There is no guarantee what your 
crowds would be if you were halfway up 
the league above. 

“There is no guarantee they are going 
to be significantly more. 

“There is going to have to be a big ef¬ 
fort to get some support for the club and 
I do hope the local business community 
recognises we are at a level now where 
it’s worth them getting involved.” 



Matt Le Tissier with members of the Eastleigh FC over-50’s Walking Football Team. Pictures by Stuart Martin. 



Action from an Eastleigh Walking FC 
training session. 


Getting shirty! Paul Fruin (Eastleigh Walking FC skipper), Matt Le Tissier and 
Ray Murphy. 


Matt Le Tissier with Eastleigh Walking 
FC’s oldest member, 86 year old 
Norman Pendlebury. 


Le God too young to walk in 


AT 47, Saints icon Matt Le Tis¬ 
sier is not quite oid enough to 
sign piaying forms for East- 
ieigh 0ver-50s Waiking FC. 

But some would say that, as the 
club’s new president, ‘Le God’ is the 
perfect fit for a team who like to play 
the game at a more leisurely pace, 
writes Wendy Gee. 

During his Dell days, Le God’s lan¬ 
guid style was legendary, popping 


up wherever he pleased to stake his 
claim as one of English football’s ul¬ 
timate showmen. 

When Eastleigh first ventured into 
walking football, former first-team 
boss Richard Hill became their ini¬ 
tial president. 

But with Hill having departed last 
September, Le Tissier, who briefly 
played for the Spitfires after hanging 
up his professional boots, has agreed 
to take the helm. 


Eastleigh’s thriving walking foot¬ 
ball club now boasts in excess of 65 
members, ranging from the spritely 
50-somethings to the timeless Nor¬ 
man Pendlebury who is their oldest 
member, aged 86. 

Another of their members is 
67-year-old ex-Saints full-back Roger 
Fry 

“We now get a regular 30 to 35 
people turning up every Thursday 
(11.30am) at the Silverlake for their 


weekly football session,” said secre¬ 
tary Ray Murphy 

Walking football is a slower-placed 
version of the game, giving older 
players an excellent opportunity for 
a bit of physical activity 

There are two key differences 
between walking football and the 
standard game - no running and no 
slide tackling. 

Further details from rmurphy@ 
eastleighfc.com 


Rae: Too 
good to 
turn down 

RAE Hughes says the 
chance to swap a 
physiotherapy job for a return 
to football management was 
too good to refuse. 

The 34-year-old from 
Salisbury has quit National 
League South side Gosport 
Borough to pursue the role of 
head coach at his former club 
Downton in Sydenhams One, 
writes Joel Holt. 

He will replace the recently 
departed Colin Hopkins ready 
for the 2016/17 season, with 
acting player-manager Ben 
Smith as his number two. 

“I really enjoyed my two 
years at Gosport but wanted 
to give management another 
go,” said Hughes. 

“As I know Downton well, 
having been a player and 
coach here previously, it is a 
perfect opportunity.” 

Hughes started at Wick 
Lane as a player before 
coaching under then first- 
team boss Jeff Softley. 

The pair guided the Robins 
to the Division One title and 
promotion to Premier Division 
in 2010/11 after finishing on 
88 points. 

Following a period at Step 
5, Hughes left to pursue a 
joint first-team position with 
Robbie Lakeman at 
Laverstock & Ford. 

At the time he was studying 
to be a soft tissue therapist 
and left Laverstock after 
being offered the opportunity 
to work with the Salisbury 
City first team, and as 
secretary, in the Football 
Conference. 

After one year, he left the 
Raymond McEnhill Stadium 
following the club’s financial 
woes and joined Alex Pike’s 
Gosport Borough as a 
physiotherapist. 

But now Hughes, who runs 
Downton-based Giant Steps 
Day Nursery with his wife, has 
major plans in the making. 

He added: “My aim at 
Downton is to build on the 
great job Colin Hopkins has 
done. 

“There are some great 
young players here alongside 
some very experienced ones. 

“If we can add a few new 
faces, I see no reason why we 
can’t be in contention next 
season.” 

Rae Hughes treating Gosport 
Borough’s Justin Bennett. 
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Rovers’ first 
leg strike is a 
Brett special 


So, should Spurs fai 



Harry Kane, left, battles for possession with Victor Wanyama at St Mary’s this season. 



Tottenham’s Dele Alii scores in last December’s 2-0 win at St Mary’s. 


BRETT Williams made it advantage 
Forest Green Rovers in Wednesday’s 
National League play-off semi-final first 
leg at Dover Athletic. 

A delicious 35th-minute strike from 
the former AFC Totton and Eastleigh 
forward meant Rovers held a 1-0 
advantage going into this evening’s 
return leg in Nailsworth (Saturday, 
7.30pm). 

Williams, who hails from Hedge End, 
signed for Forest Green in January 
after his contract with Stevenage 
Borough had been terminated. 

By coincidence the 28-year-old had 
scored the only goal in FGR’s win at 
Dover in their final match of the regular 
season last Saturday. 

On Wednesday he emphatically 
proved that lightning can strike twice in 
the same place. 

With Dover having twice failed to 
clear a right-wing cross into the box, he 
curled an exquisite 35th-minute shot 
into the top corner from 25 yards. 

Saints fan Williams had only been on 
the field for 20 minutes having gone as 
a substitute for the injured Marcus 
Kelly. 

Afterwards he described the goal as 
the best and most important of his 
career. 

“It was a good strike. As soon as it left 
my foot I thought it was in - top corner,” 



Brett Williams. 


he smiled. “I didn’t see the keeper 
anywhere near it.” 

Following the sacking of manager Ady 
Pennock, Rovers - beaten play-off 
semi-finalists last season - are in the 
caretaker charge of former Salisbury 
City midfielder Scott Bartlett who chose 
ex-Saint Aarran Racine as his captain. 

Keeping a level head afterwards, 
Bartlett said: “There are no wild 
celebrations because we all know there 
are twists and turns in the play-offs. 

“I wanted to come here and win and 
we’re in a great position. 

“I’m confident we’ll actually get 
promoted. I’ve got to be because it rubs 
off on the players. But they’re confident 
as well.” 

Racine, making his 100th National 
League appearance, repaid Bartlett’s 
faith in him with an outstanding display 
as skipper. 

He said: “I’m honoured to be captain, 
especially in a game like this, but I 
didn’t really take much notice of it. I 
just wanted to get the job done.” 

• Kenny Davis’ second-half penalty 
gave Braintree a slender advantage 
from their National League play-off 
semi-final first leg at Grimsby on 
Thursday. 

Ex-Cherries defender Josh Gowling 
was adjudged to have brought down 
Simeon Akinola in the box and Iron 
captain Davis slotted in from the spot. 


TOTTENHAM’S 55-year wait to 
be crowned champions goes on af¬ 
ter their draw at Chelsea ensured 
Leicester will win the Premier 
League. 

Ahead of this weekend’s clash 
with Saints at White Hart Lane, we 
look at five reasons for Spurs fans 
to be cheerful - and five reasons not 
to be. 

REASONS TO BE 
CHEERFUL 

1. Champions League can be a 
game-changer 

If you had offered Mauricio Po- 
chettino Champions League quali¬ 
fication back in August he would 
have snapped your hand off. Tot¬ 
tenham took more money than 
they spent last summer and yet this 
young side have all-but secured a 
top-three finish with two games 
left to play. It means Spurs will 
go straight into the group stage 
next season, avoiding an awkward 
play-off, and will be able to target a 
whole new calibre of player in the 
transfer window. Throw in major 
financial rewards and the bonus of 
not playing Thursday nights in the 
Europa League and things start to 
look an awful lot rosier for Pochet- 
tino’s men. 

2. Pochettino is not going any¬ 
where 

Tottenham will be the most sta¬ 
ble side in the title race next year, 
with Pochettino set to sign a two- 
year contract extension that will 
keep him at White Hart Lane until 
2021. Manchester City and Chelsea 
will both have new managers next 
season, Louis van Gaal’s future at 
Manchester United appears unre¬ 
solved while Arsene Wenger has 
become a figure of division among 
Arsenal fans. Even Claudio Ra- 
nieri may be tempted to go out on 
a high at Leicester, particularly 
if the vacant Italy job comes his 
way. Pochettino, meanwhile, will 
be heading into his third season at 
Spurs, more experienced, and with 
a squad that knows and trusts his 
methods. For once, Tottenham are 
not in transition. 

3. A finish above Arsenal is al¬ 
most secure 

Twenty years have passed since 
Tottenham last finished above Ar¬ 
senal but this team can finally put 
that record to bed as they sit three 
points clear of the Gunners, with 
two games left. Spurs are also 14 
better off in goal difference, mean¬ 
ing one victory from games at 
home to Southampton and away at 
Newcastle will almost certainly be 
enough and they may not even need 
that if Arsenal lose at Manchester 
City on Sunday. Many times in pre¬ 
vious years, talk of power shifts in 
North London have proven prema¬ 
ture but with Arsenal in turmoil 
over their own lack of progress, 
Tottenham can finally press home 
their advantage. 


4. Young talents can only get 
better 

Tottenham are second with the 
youngest squad in the division. 
Harry Kane, only 22, has silenced 
the doubters as the league’s top 
scorer with 25 goals and the sky is 
the limit for Dele Alii, the 20-year- 


old PEA young player of the year. 
Eric Dier (22), Christian Eriksen 
(24) and Erik Lamela (24) all still 
have potential to fulfil and captain 
Hugo Lloris (29) is approaching his 
prime in goalkeeping terms. There 
are likely to be some minor tweaks 
this summer, perhaps adding more 


experience, but Pochettino knows 
his spine could be set for many 
years to come. 

5. At least it is Leicester 
Spurs fans will no doubt be ut¬ 
terly fed up with the world’s infatu¬ 
ation with Leicester but they may 
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IS be happy or not? 


5 things we 
learned from 
fiesty derby 



Tottenham’s Eric Dier, right, has been one of the club’s stand-out performers this term. Here he gives chase to Cesc 
Fabregas at Stamford Bridge on Monday. 



Given his record at Saints, can Tottenham be confident Mauricio Pochettino will stay if a bigger club comes calling? 


take some consolation that at least 
it is not Arsenal or Chelsea pip¬ 
ping them to the post. If they keep 
focus in the final two matches, 
Tottenham should finish top dogs 
in London. If they had to lose the 
league to anyone, surely 5,000-1 
shots Leicester were the best of all 
the options. 


REASONS NOT TO BE 
CHEERFUL 

1) Champions League will 
make life harder 

Tottenham have not often been 


renowned for forking out on hav¬ 
ing a huge squad, but the pressure 
will be on for them to do just that 
if they are to be able to fight on nu¬ 
merous fronts next season. 

If not, then the Champions 
League could boost their coffers 
but might damage their hopes in 
the top flight if they struggle to 


successfully balance the two. 

Spurs need to make the next step 
to become a club regularly playing 
Champions League football, but 
they are unlikely to make that leap 
as they are right now. 

2) Pochettino is an enigma 

Nobody for one moment doubts 
the abilities of Mauricio Pochet¬ 
tino, but his loyalty has been ques¬ 
tionable. 

After doing a brilliant job at 
Saints, he was quick to walk out 
when a better offer came along. 

Though Pochettino has said all 
the right things at Spurs about 
staying and extending his contract, 
might he change his mind if a Man¬ 
chester United or Barcelona come 
calling? 

It’s hard to be sure, and that 
makes life harder. 

3) Arsenal are a distraction 

Jamie Redknapp said recently 

that Arsenal had managed to get to 
the stage where they had convinced 
some fans that finishing fourth was 
an achievement. 

Tottenham have long been envi¬ 
ous of their north London rivals, 
and have coveted what Arsene 
Wenger has brought them. 

But an obsession can become un¬ 
healthy 

After this season, surely Spurs 
and their fans need to try and look 
beyond Arsenal, and to think big¬ 
ger and better than the Gunners. 

Merely trying to go one better 
than your rivals could mean you 
don’t fulfil your own potential. 

4) Young players are unpre¬ 
dictable 

Spurs have mined a golden gen¬ 
eration of young players, who have 
thrived this season. 

They have gathered momentum 
and it has carried them through 
a taxing campaign that, though it 
won’t bring the title, has been suc¬ 
cessful. 

However, there is no guarantee 
what you will get next season. 

That is the thing about young 
players - they are developing and 
learning, but they are rarely con¬ 
sistent from one season to the next 
early in their top flight careers. 

Tottenham have such an empha¬ 
sis on youth that if some of them 
do struggle next season, then re¬ 
sults will inevitably suffer. 

5) Leicester means a missed 
chance 

Tottenham have not come close to 
winning the title in recent times, 
because bigger and richer clubs 
have done better. 

So this season, when many of 
those sides have struggled, they got 
a chance. 

They didn’t take it. 

There is no way that Manchester 
United, Manchester City and Chel¬ 
sea will be as poor next season. 

Has Leicester’s triumph just 
proved that Tottenham missed 
their once in a generation chance? 


TOTTENHAM’S title hopes were dashed 
as Chelsea came from two goals down 
to seal a 2-2 draw at Stamford Bridge, 
ensuring Leicester were crowned 
champions. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at five 
things we learned from a feisty London 
derby. 

1. Spurs fall just short again 

Lost leads have cost Tottenham too 
many times this season and it did for 
them again here as a game they looked 
in charge of drifted away. West Brom 
took advantage last week and Mauricio 
Pochettino will also look back on 
advantages thrown away against Stoke 
and Newcastle earlier this season and 
wonder what might have been. 

2. No love lost in London 

Chelsea made no secret of their want 
for anyone but to Tottenham to win the 
title and their fans soon set the tone, 
opening up with a chant of “We hate 
Tottenham” six seconds in. The players 
followed suit, with Cesc Fabregas and 
John Obi Mikel both riling Mousa 
Dembele early on. 

3. Dembele one of many to lose his 
head 

Last week it was Dele Alii punching 
West Brom’s Claudio Yacob, this week 



Chelsea’s John Terry after 
Tottenham scored on Monday. 
Dembele for scratching his fingers 
down Costa’s face. Pochettino has said 
previously he never urges caution on 
his players but surely there was a case 
for calm in this contest, particularly 
with his side 2-0 up. Tottenham lost 
their heads, and with them the title. 

4. Terry back but not to his best 

John Terry has missed 10 of his 

team’s last 12 matches but the Chelsea 
captain returned here for what, as 
things stand, will be his penultimate 
appearance at Stamford Bridge before 
he leaves in the summer. The home 
fans cheered as though a goal had 
been scored when Terry’s name was 
read out before kick-off but it was the 
defender who was too slow to step out 
for Kane’s goal, playing the striker 
onside at the crucial moment. 

5. Chelsea will surely be better next 
season. Will Spurs? 

Antonio Conte is likely to reinvigorate 
this talented Chelsea squad who may 
well be freshened up with some multi¬ 
million pound signings . It seems 
inconceivable that the Blues will not be 
a stronger force next year but will 
Tottenham ensure their own challenge 
is not a one-off? They have a young and 
talented team but the test now for 
Pochettino is to keep the group 
together. 
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SAINTS’ 1976 40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION EVENING A 



Steve & Paula Brookwell, Daisy Haynes and Harry Brookwell. 



Jill Smith with Gerry & Maureen O’Brien. 



James and Zoe Donelan and Jenny and Darren Evans. 



Margaret Starling, Mike Andrews and Sandra Snelgar. 


Mike Mussell and Carolyn Osman. 


I 


I j 

I ! 




Luke Marler-Hausem and Vicki Elmer. 


Pam Warburton, Kris and Yvonne Fenn. 



The Saints FA Cup winning squad from 1976 on stage at The Mayflower Theatre. 



Mark Gannaway, Mark Fickling and Trevor Phillips. 



Saints fans at The Mayflower. 



Steve Ely, Lisa King, Jo Brown and Terry Blake. 
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MAYFLOWER THEATRE, SOUTHAMPTON, MAY 1 2016 



Dave Grant and Mike Dawkins. 


Greg and Sam Sanger 





Lin and Gary Gallagher. 


1976 Cup final referee Clive Thomas with Tommy Docherty, who 
was Manchester United manager on the day. 



Saints’ 1976 FA Cup winners with the FA Cup at St Mary’s. 



Dave Witt and Pete Childs. 



Jed and Gary Woodman. 



Dave Andrews and Katie Kempsey. 
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Saints’ 1976 FA Cup 40th anniversary celebrations - Souths 



COMMENT ONLINE ON ALL THE BIG SAINTS STORIES... LOG ONTI 
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mpton city centre, Sunday May 1 2016 
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Following 2,398 games, it’s 
farewell to Upton Park... 


Hammers 
move is so 
emotional 

WEST Ham will bid a fond 
fareweii to Upton Park after 
they host Manchester United 
on Tuesday night. 

After 2,398 matches over 112 years 
the curtain will come down on the 
Boleyn Ground as the Hammers pre¬ 
pare for their move to the Olympic 
Stadium next season. 

The switch to Stratford is undoubt¬ 
edly a major step forward for the east 
end club but there will still be mixed 
emotions, from players and fans 
alike, at leaving their spiritual home. 

The ground played host to Bobby 
Moore’s debut. It gave us the Ham¬ 
mers’ other two World Cup heroes, 
Geoff Hurst and Martin Peters. 

It witnessed two double hat-tricks; 
from Vic Watson, in 1929, and Hurst 
nearly 60 years later. 

It saw Alvin Martin score a hat- 
trick against three different goal¬ 
keepers. 

It was home to the artistry of Tre¬ 
vor Brooking, the battling of Billy 
Bonds, the darting runs of Alan 
Devonshire, the goals of Tony Cottee 
and Frank McAvennie. 

It survived a World War Two bomb. 

It survived Paolo Di Canio. 

It was the home of the chicken run, 
an infamous section of the East Stand 
where the crowd were so close to the 
pitch they could almost give the op¬ 
position winger a clip round the ear. 

It winced at the fearsome penalty 
taking of Ray Stewart and Julian 
Dicks. It gasped at Di Canio’s volley 

It cheered promotion. It sighed at 
relegation. It roared with defiance at 
denying Manchester United the title. 
It spat venom whenever Tottenham 
or Millwall paid a visit. 

“What makes it so special? The at¬ 
mosphere, the closeness of the fans, 
the history,” said local lad and cur¬ 
rent captain Mark Noble. 

“I’ve played in both atmospheres. 
West Ham fans will let you know 
when they are not happy, let me tell 
you that. 

“It’s just the way they are, they are 
passionate.The players know how 
much it means to these fans. 

“To be honest, I thrive off it. I un¬ 
derstand it. I have supported the club. 
I do support the club. 

“We are a family, we all stick to¬ 
gether and go with the rough and the 
smooth.” 

A giant picture of Moore, West 
Ham’s favourite son who sadly died 
23 years ago, adorns the stand which 
bears his name. 

At the other end the figure of 
Brooking, the elegant midfielder, the 
ultimate one-club player, is pictured 
alongside the Sir Trevor Brooking 
Stand. 

Like most, the man who made 643 
appearances in the claret and blue 
looks to the future with a mixture of 



Maya Yoshida and goalscorer Morgan Schneiderlin at Upton Park in August 2014. 



West Ham players celebrate after scoring against Saints in a 4-1 win in October 2012. 


steps from the fans. 

“The chicken run was an awesome 
place. You’d get a lot of encourage¬ 
ment - or something else if things 
weren’t going so well.” 

Surely that famous atmosphere 
can only be diluted at the new place? 
Some of the seats are so far from 
the pitch that if you wanted to let a 
player know how he was doing you’d 
be better off sending him a postcard. 

Yet, as anyone present when Mo 
Farah rounded that final bend on Su¬ 
per Saturday will attest, the Olympic 
Stadium can still crank up the vol¬ 
ume. 

“I went to a Rugby World Cup 
match there and I thought it was a 
good experience,” added Brooking. 
“There were 50,000 fans in there and 
they made a good noise. 

“You are slightly detached on the 
side where the teams come out, but 
knowing the West Ham fans, they 
will still make a decent noise. 

“They will find a way of recreat¬ 
ing that atmosphere and hopefully it 
will create that new bit of history.” 



Ronald Koeman looks 
around Upton Park 
before Saints’ 2-1 loss 
last December on their 
last visit to the stadium. 


excitement and trepidation. 

“From a nostalgia point of view it’s 
Upton Park and me,” said Brooking. 


“You remember Upton Park, singing 
‘Bubbles’, and in the stand at the far 
side you would take a throw-in two 


Scott is 
absent for 
Solent 

SOUTHAMPTON Solent 
University will be without 
Lymington all-rounder Ryan 
Scott when they face Cardiff 
MCCU in the BUGS Premier 
Division championship at 
Hursley Park this Sunday 
(12.30). 

Scott suffered a groin injury 
in yesterday’s BUGS t20 Cup 
tie against the Welshmen and 
missed Lymington’s New 
Forest SPL derby with 
Bashley (Rydal) today. 

St Cross Symondians all- 
rounder Matt Stokes hit 62 in 
the t20, but Cardiff raced past 
Solent’s 155-6, with Kamau 
Leverock cracking 87 not out. 

Southampton University bid 
to extend their winning 
Premier B Division start when 
they host their Bournemouth 
counterparts at Totton & 
Eling’s Southern Gardens on 
Tuesday, 12.30. 

Opener Ryan Parnell has 
been in top form as the 
Wessex students beat 
Swansea and Surrey in their 
opening group matches. 

Fawley 

concede 

SOUTH Wilts are through to 
the zone semi-finals of the 
ECB Royal London national 
club championship - without 
having to bowl a ball in anger. 

The Sunday’s scheduled 
second round opponents, 
Fawley, have conceded the 
tie due to a lack of players, 
giving South Wilts a free ride 
into round three, where they 
will host either Bournemouth 
or Lymington at Bemerton on 
May 22. 

Ironically, Fawley had 
‘beaten’ Dorchester in the 
opening round after the toss 
of a coin, the tie having twice 
been called off due to a 
waterlogged pitch. 

There are three local ECB 
ties tomorrow (Sunday): 
Bournemouth v Lymington 
(Chapel Gate 2), Havant v 
Bournemouth, Ventnor v 
Burridge (Steephill). 

• Mike Vimpany’s guide to 
the 2016 Southern Premier 
League season - see page 36. 

# Simon Walter’s 
Hampshire Cricket spotlight - 
see page 37. 



# 


Ryan Long 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 


000 


£ 1,000 


nearest 

miss 

prize... 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 
20 for Dally Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F ind THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number SI 7 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
S P Gilder, Weymouth, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


J Allison Eastleigh, Hants 
J Arnold Winchester, Hants 
A Bundy Southampton, Hants 
T Chamberlain Fareham, Hants 
W Cramer NetleyAbbey, Hants 
D Feher Southampton, Hants 
D Forder Southampton, Hants 
M Godwin Southampton, Hants 
J Holman Chandlers Ford, Hants 
E Houston Southampton, Hants 


P Kennard Southampton, Hants 
B Lowe Eastleigh, Hants 

I Lucas Southampton, Hants 

W McDonald Eastleigh, Hants 
T Mason Southampton, Hants 
E Sketcher Southampton, Hants 
C Snellgrove Eastleigh, Hants 
D Sparshott Southampton, Hants 
J Veitch Waltham Chase, Hants 
C Young Southamton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 
or more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be dis¬ 
tinct and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family 
can send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can 
be accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of deliv¬ 
ery. 4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, 
and crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE EN¬ 
TERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members of 
their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will be 
required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho.co.uk/ 
promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque your prize 
money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 






SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
HND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 



OeadHnes tor brandi 
office ooltoction boxes are 
as toftows: 
Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daly Echo 
l2noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing bme Monday 

Oeadines tor selectfid 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 
dosing time Monday 
Southern Daly Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
dosing time Monday 




Please use blacK/blue ink and capitals 

TmLE □ 

MR □ MRS n MISS □ MS 

FIRST NAME 



7 May 2016 Please cross box 

eo 

□ 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


□ 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


□ 


S 18 □ 


L 


On what day{$) do you purchase th« Daily Echo? 


Do you ha>« tha paper 
home deliwered? 


□ 


□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT I □ YES □ NO 
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nffor Newmarket 

'-'I I cl Holidays 



Emmerdale The Tour 

Not-to-be-missed break 

2 days from £145.00,5 June, 7 August & 2 October 2016 

Don’t miss this opportunity to visit the live working TV set of the multi award 
winning ITV soap. See where & hear how, some of the most iconic and memorable 
moments from the series were filmed, plus lots more. Not to be missed, this really 
is a must-see for all Emmerdale fans, where the only drama will be if you miss out! 

Highlights & inclusions 


A visit to Emmerdale The Tour 
including a 90 minute outdoor guided 
walking tour 

A visit to Esholt - the original 
‘Emmerdale village’ including a stop 
at the famous ‘Woolpack’ pub 
A visit to Otley - ‘Hotton’ 


0330 160 7751 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl8842 


• One night’s three-star standard half¬ 
board hotel accommodation in the 
Leeds/Bradford area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 

Emmerdale TM & ® ITV Studios Ltd 2016. Licensed ITV 
Broadcasting Limited. All rights reserved. 


I These holidays are organised 
& operated by Newmarket 
Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. 
Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply. Standard 
phone charges. 


CHADWICK LODGE Devonshire Road, Southannpton 



You are invited to celebrate 
Tuesday 10'^ May - 2pm to 4pm 

We would be delighted if you could join us for an English Tea Party in celebration of The 
Queen’s Birthday at Chadwick Lodge in Southampton. Enjoy traditional English finger 
sandwiches, a selection of cakes and scones served with clotted cream and strawberry jam. 

7 ^ paAJb^ ^ CL Queert/ 

Make the first move towards Churchill Retirement Living today - take a tour of 
our beautiful show apartments and discover how good retirement living can be. 



★★★★★ 


iPis 


5 STARADDED PEACE OF MIND 

• Lodge Manager • Guest Suite for • 24-hour support 

• Owners’ Lounge and family . parking 

Landscaped * ^^TV security . |_i^^ floors 

- ■ entrance system 

• Wellbeing Suite 


Gardens 


Please RSVP to Grada or Christine 
to confirm your attendance 

02380 082606 

Visit churchillretirement.co.uk 


Home is at the heart of your retirement 


Churchill 


Retirement Living^^ 


FOLLOW US |i|| 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 

YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 


PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE 


ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 SAB 

e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 




Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks Che<;katrade.cam 
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Alfa Audi BMW Chevrolet Citroen Daewoo Fiat Ford 
Honda Hyundai Kia Land Rover Mercedes Mitsubishi Nissan 
Peugeot Renault Rover & MG Saab Seat Skoda Smart Car 
Subaru Toyota Vauxhall Volkswagen Volvo 


NEED A 
NEW KEY? 


Most cars may have several keys programmed to the 
immobiliser and you only have one of them, when we supply 
and program a key to your new car, we can usually erase all 
the old keys and only program back the keys that you 
now own for your peace of mind. 

We provide a while-you-wait service for most car keys 
(although some may take a little longer than others) and 
can also supply transponder chips, pin codes, security codes 
and Renault key cards. 

Opening times Monday to Friday Sam to 5pm 
Saturdays 9am to 1pm (appointment only) 


(L3ttO 




Southampton Ltd 


Autotechnix Southampton Ltd 
63 Alexandra Road Shirley Southampton S015 SDH 

023 8048 5707 

www.autotechnix.co.uk 




Whether it's a spare key for your 
car or a replacement for one 
that's lost, we stock keys and 
remotes for most cars and vans. 


Give us a call. 
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How Twitter reacted to Foxes’ title win 



Robert Huth. 


LEICESTER were crowned Premier 
League champions after Chelsea fought 
back from two goals down to draw with 
Tottenham and end the north London 
club’s title dream. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks out the 
best of the reaction on social media to a 
remarkable achievement. 

Leicester-born former striker Gary 
Lineker (@GaryLineker) posted ‘’I can’t 
breathe” as the clock ticked down at 
Stamford Bridge, followed by: ‘’Leicester 
City have won the Premier League. The 
biggest sporting shock of my lifetime, 
and it’s only my team” 

The club (@LCFC) tweeted: ‘’WE DID IT! 
Leicester City are the ©premierleague 
Champions! #havingaparty” 

Leicester midfielder Andy King (10_ 
kingy) wrote: ‘’From League One to 
Premier League Champions!! 
Unbelievable feeling.. Thank you to all 
the fans, staff, players who have helped 
this incredible journey!! Let’s enjoy the 
party #LcFc #Leicester 
#PremierLeagueWinners” 

Defender Robert Huth (@robert_huth) 
posted: ‘’What a game... makes me look 
like an angel! CHAMPIONS!!!” 

Forward Riyad Mahrez (@Mahrez22) 
wrote: ‘’CHAMPIONS !!!!! thank u 


everyone!!!” 

Defender Liam Moore (@liammoore93) 
said: ‘’Love this club love theses boys! 
Tough season personally but it’s all 
about the TEAM, what a squad to be 
apart off tchampions” 

Ex-Leicester centre-back Gerry Taggart 
(@Gerry_Taggart) posted: ‘’@LCFC 
congrats to all for an unbelievable 
achievement and hopefully changing 
football for good and the good of the 
game #fearless tchampions” 

Full-back Paul Konchesky (@konch3), 
on a season-long loan at QPR from 
Leicester, wrote: ‘’Absoulte buzzing for 
everyone involved @LCFC! 
Congratulations to all the lads and staff 
very well deserved! #Champions” 

Tottenham (©SpursOfficial) posted: 
‘’Congratulations to ©LCFC on winning 
the ©premierleague” 

Chelsea tweeted: ‘’Guus (Hiddink) 
reports he has taken a phone call from 
Claudio Ranieri thanking him for how 
Chelsea played in the second half. 

#CFC” 

Former Chelsea midfielder Frank 
Lampard (©franklampard) posted: ‘’Up 
the Chels! Top finish from © 
hazardeden_10. Huge congrats to 


everyone at Leicester and particularly 
Claudio Ranieri. A gentleman who 
changed my life. #Ranieri #chelsea” 

Serie A champions Juventus (© 
juventusfc), Ranieri’s former club, wrote: 
‘’Good job, Mr. Ranieri & ©LCFC!” 

Spanish side Valencia, another club 
once managed by Ranieri, wrote: “We 
wish to congratulate ©LCFC and 
especially their headcoach Claudio 
Ranieri congratulations Claudio!” 

Liverpool striker Mario Balotelli (© 
FinallyMario) said: ‘’Leicester city., 
champion. Congratulations to the 
players and to an amazing manager as 
RANIERI!” 

Leicestershire County Cricket Club © 
leicsccc tweeted: “Congratulations to 
the team that has made us all believe. 
Anything can happen ©LCFC” 

Former Australia spinner Shane Warne 
(©ShaneWarne) posted: ‘’Well done, 
Leicester City. You showed all sportsman 
that dreams & fairytales can come true, if 
u truly believe, amazing story. Congrats” 

West Ham chairman David Gold (© 
davidgold) said: ‘’Congratulations to 
Leicester City for winning the Premier 
League against all the odds, magnificent 
well done. West Ham next year, dg” 


Bookies count the cost of 
City’s shock title triumph 



Nathan Dyer scores a late 
winner against Aston Villa. 


Five key 
games for 
Foxes 

THE Sports Pink looks at 
five defining games which 
clinched a historic Premier 
League crown for the Foxes. 

Sept 13: Leicester 3 Aston 
Villa 2 

A defining moment in both 
clubs’ seasons which has 
sent them in different 
directions. Goals from Jack 
Grealish and Carles Gil had 
put Villa 2-0 up, a lead they 
held going into the final 20 
minutes. Ritchie De Laet 
started the comeback with 19 
minutes left before Jamie 
Vardy levelled - the second 
goal in his record-breaking 11 
game scoring run. Ex-Saint 
Nathan Dyer’s last-minute 
header won it for the Foxes. 

Jan 13: Tottenham 0 
Leicester 1 

Robert Huth’s 83rd-minute 
header won the game and 
ended a streak of three 
goalless games for the Foxes. 
It moved them seven points 
clear of Tottenham, who sat 
fourth. 



Leicester City fans celebrate outside Jamie Vardy’s house after seeing their side crowned Premier League winners. 


BOOKIES have been left 
counting the cost of Leices¬ 
ter’s Premier League titie. 

City, 5,000-1 outsiders at the start 
of the season, claimed the crown on 
Monday night as rivals Tottenham 
failed to win at Chelsea. 

Stories have slowly emerged of 
those once optimistic punters who 
put the odd pound on their side to 
win the Premier League, in nothing 
but hope. 

And now, that hope is returning 
riches. 

Sky Bet said it had paid out a record 
£4.6million to gamblers, saying it 
was an industry loser with 128 people 
backing City at the longest price. 

Sky Bet’s Sandro Di Michele said: 
‘’The unthinkable has become reality 
and we’re facing a paying out the sort 
of liability that you joke about at the 
start of the season. 

‘’We’re now bracing ourselves for 
more punters looking to get on long- 
price outright odds, but Leicester cer¬ 
tainly won’t be 5,000/1 next season!” 

Betfred boss Fred Done was the first 
man to pay out on City winning the 
title and says he will now offer 5,000-1 
on newly-promoted Burnley replicat¬ 
ing their achievement next season. 

‘’Some people might say that we’ll 
never learn but I just can’t see a huge 
shock like Leicester’s fantastic suc¬ 
cess happening again,” he said. 

‘’The big boys will rally for sure this 
summer having suffered bloodied 
noses. Inspirational Leicester have 
given all so called smaller clubs hope 
with the question ‘why not us?” being 
asked in boardrooms up and down 


the land.” 

William Hill said it had lost £2.2mil- 
lion as a result. 

‘’Leicester’s 5,000/1 victory has 
smashed all bookmaking records and 
in the process cost us a £2.2m loss - 
our worst individual day’s result on 
a single sport since Frankie Dettori 
rode all seven winners at Ascot in 


September 1996 and cost us over £8m 
and the industry £50m,” said Hill’s 
spokesman Graham Sharpe. 

Hill’s are pricing Leicester at 25/1 
for the title next season and at 16/1 to 
go down. The bookmaker added that 
its largest bet on Leicester was £20 
at 5,000/1 and the smallest 5p at the 
same price. 


Bet365 said it was now pricing 
Leicester at 100/1 to win the Champi¬ 
ons League. Spokesman Steve Freeth 
said: ‘’The dream has become reality 
and Leicester City will be the toast 
of a number of punters after pulling 
off the biggest sports betting shock 
of all-time - to the tune of over £3m 
in our case.” 


Feb 6: Manchester City 1 
Leicester 3 

Huth’s early goal put City 
on the back foot before Riyad 
Mahrez drove in an early 
second-half goal. 

Huth’s second meant 
Sergio Aguero’s late 
consolation was rendered 
meaningless. 

April 24: Leicester 4 
Swansea 0 

All eyes were on how the 
Foxes could cope without the 
suspended Vardy. Ranieri’s 
side emphatically answered 
any critics as they brushed 
aside the Swans, with Vardy’s 
replacement Leonardo Ulloa 
scoring twice. Mahrez and 
Marc Albrighton started and 
finished the rout. 

May 1: Manchester United 1 
Leicester 1 

After Spurs failed to beat 
West Brom, Leicester were 
presented with their first 
chance to clinch the title if 
they could win at Old Trafford. 

The Foxes were again 
without Vardy after he was 
given an additional one-game 
ban following his dismissal 
against the Hammers. 

And they were behind early 
on after Anthony Martial 
scored for United but captain 
Wes Morgan levelled and 
when Spurs failed to win at 
Chelsea the following day, 
Leicester were crowned 
champions. 
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Scudamore: Foxes title win ‘made mugs of all of us’ 



Leicester’s title triumph is the 
greatest sporting story of all time 


PREMIER League executive 
chairman Richard Scudamore 
has hailed Leicester City’s 
success as the greatest sporting 
story of all time. 

The 5,000-1 outsiders upset the 
established order spectacularly 
to be crowned Premier League 
champions when Tottenham 
failed to beat Chelsea. 

Scudamore said: “It’s probably 
the biggest sporting story 
ever and the biggest sporting 
achievement ever. 

“Nobody saw it coming and 
even when it was halfway 
through the season, nobody 
said it could be sustained.” 

Leicester have been 
challenging at the top of the 


table virtually all season but 
winning the league seemed 
so improbable that they 
only recently became title 
favourites. 

Scudamore said: “We don’t 
know what the future holds 
because we’ve all become 
completely hopeless at 
predicting anything, including 
the bookmakers and everybody 
else - because this one nobody 
saw coming. 

“So here we are, it’s made 
mugs of all of us and that is 
just the most fantastic feeling. 

“If the bookmakers had it 
at a 5,000-1 event, you would 
imagine you should achieve 
these type of things once every 


5,000 years. It gives us 10, 20, 
30, 40, 50 years of being able 
to say, ‘Leicester 2016, just 
remember Leicester 2016’.” 

The Premier League is used 
to making global headlines but 
there has never been anything 
quite like this. 

Scudamore said comparing it 
to Sir Alex Ferguson’s success 
with Manchester United or 
Arsenal’s ‘Invincibles’ was 
“comparing apples with pears”. 

He added: “In terms of an 
overall story, as an overall 
achievement, it is absolutely 
the best. 

“No matter what else happens 
we’ve got it to remember, we’ve 
got it in the record books.” 


Let’s hear it for Leicester... 



Leicester fan Mark Seiby ceiebrates his Worid Snooker Championship finai win in Sheffieid. 


Sporting 

successes 

LEICESTER City’s remarkable 
Premier League titie win con¬ 
tinues the city’s impressive 
sporting success story of the 
iast 30 years. 

The east Midlands city is the only 
place in England - outside of London 
- that has collected major silverware 
in football, rugby union and cricket. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at Leices¬ 
ter’s sporting wins. 

Football 

Leicester City have become the 
most unlikely winners of the Premier 
League - they were 5,000-1 rank out¬ 
siders at the start of the season. 

The Foxes have also won the League 
Cup twice in recent times - beating 
Middlesbrough in the 1996/97 final 
(Salisbury boss Steve Claridge scor¬ 
ing the winner in the replay) and beat¬ 
ing Tranmere 2-1 in 1999/2000. 

Rugby Union 

Leicester RFC are the most success¬ 
ful English club since the introduc¬ 
tion of league rugby in 1987. 

They have been crowned English 
champions TEN times - four more 
than either Bath or Wasps. They last 
won the Aviva Premiership title in the 
2012-13 season. 

Leicester have also appeared in a 
record nine successive Premiership 
finals, from 2005 to 2013. 

The Tigers have never finished a 
league season below sixth position, 
and are one of only four teams (along 
with Gloucester, Bath and Wasps) nev¬ 
er to have been relegated from the top 
division. 

Leicester are also the only English 
side to have qualified to play in every 
European Rugby Champions Cup (and 
the Heineken Cup which it replaced) 
in which English teams have partici¬ 
pated. 

They are also the most successful 
English side in Europe - back-to-back 
champions in 2001 and 2002 and losing 
finalists in 1997, 2007 and 2009. 


Cricket 

Leicestershire CCC were the first 
county to win three Twenty20 Cups 
following the competition’s debut in 
2003. 

They won three of the first nine 
events - the last in 2011 - and were 
also semi finalists twice. 

The last of the county’s three Cham¬ 
pionship titles arrived in 1998. 

That is by no means the end of 
Leicester’s sporting dominance, 
though. 


Basketball 

Leicester are aiming to win the 
British Basketball treble for the sec¬ 
ond time in four seasons. 

The Leicester Riders, the oldest 
club in English basketball formed in 
1967, have already won the title and 
the Trophy in 2015/16. 

This weekend they face Sheffield in 
London in the BBL Play-Off final. 

Snooker 

Leicester-born Foxes fan Mark 
Selby earlier this week won the World 
Snooker title for the second time in 


three years. 

He is one of only nine players in 
history to win all of snooker’s Triple 
Crown events at least once - having 
also won three Masters titles in 2008, 
2010 and 2013 and the UK Champion¬ 
ship in 2012. 

Speedway 

Leicester are one of only eight 
clubs in speedway’s Elite League, 
though they are currently the oppo¬ 
site of the city’s football team in that 
they are bottom of the table after 
just seven rounds of the new season. 


Saints are 
100-1 to 
win title 

SAINTS are fourth favourites 
at 100/1 odds to follow 
Leicester City’s lead and win 
their first Premier League 
crown. 

The Foxes became 
champions having been 
5000/1 outsiders to claim the 
title at the start of this 
season. 

That has set tongues 
wagging over who will be the 
next team to record a 
momentous first title. 

Ronald Koeman’s side have 
already been give odds of 
100/1 by bookies Paddy 
Power to win the title - 
compared to the 250/1 
chance they were given at the 
beginning of this campaign. 

Here are Paddy Power’s 
other odds on next season’s 
‘first time’ Premier League 
champions. 

Tottenham: Surely the most 
likely of those teams never to 
have won the Premier League 
to break their duck after 
pushing Leicester close - 7/1 
Liverpool: Jurgen Klopp has 
made a real difference to the 
mood at Anfield and the Reds 
could well challenge -10/1 
West Ham: Still pushing for 
a Champions League place 
this season after an 
impressive campaign under 
Slaven Bilic - 80/1 
Everton: Underwhelming 
this season but certainly have 
the players to do much better 
-150/1 

Stoke: Set for a top-10 finish 
this term - 300/1 
Crystal Palace: Have fallen 
away in the league but have 
shown their quality in the FA 
Cup - 500/1 

Burnley: Sean Dyche’s side 
are back after clinching 
promotion this week -1000/1 
Swansea: Safely in mid¬ 
table after flirting with 
relegation. Likely to have a 
new manager -1000/1 
Bournemouth: An 
impressive showing in their 
debut season in the Premier 
League -1000/1 
Watford: Quique Sanchez 
Flores’ men have 
overachieved but the 
ambitious Hornets could well 
appoint a new manager - 
1000/1 

West Brom: Steady but 
unspectacular this season - 
1000 / 1 . 

And the odds on Leicester 
retaining their title? Not 
surprisingly rather shorter at 
40/1. 



Ronald Koeman 
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AAAKE A WILL FORTNIGHT 

WITH 

Countess Mountbatten Hospice Charily 

Countess Mountbatten Hospice Charity is hoiding a 

Make a Will Fortnight from 23rd May - 3rd June 2016. During this 
time, iocai soiicitors hove agreed to waive their fees for writing 
basic wiiis in return for a donation to the charity. 

For more information, piease caii 02380 475345 or visit 
cmhcharity.org.uk/makeawill. To book your wiii appointment, 
piease contact the soiicitor of your choice from the iist beiow. 


Bishops Waltham 
Bitterne 

Chandlers Ford 

Eastleigh 

Hedge End 

Segensworth 

Southampton 

Southampton 

Southampton 

Southampton 

Totton 

Whitley 

Winchester 


Solicitors Firm 
Driver Belcher 
Eric Robinson 
Eric Robinson 
Knight Poison 
Eric Robinson 
Jasper Vincent 
Abels 

Footner & Ewing 
Jasper Vincent 
Sousa Richards 
Underwood 
Lawcomm 
Eric Robinson 


Phone number 


Jenny Walker 
Vanessa Fielding 
Rhiannon Stonehouse 
Carolyn Russell 
Richard Wallace Lower 
Emma Beckhurst 
Rika McMonnies 
Nathan Metcalfe 
Emma Beckhurst 
Charlotte Goodson 
Hans Davies 
David Roper 
Christopher Bull 



Liiiki 

Thinking ^~|H| 
about 

buying a new 
\ GAS FIRE 

V Visit US 



Visit our newly 
REFURBISHED Showroom 


Kevin Dye from Verisona Law will be writing wills at CMH Charity 
on 24th & 25th May. To book, call the charity office on 02380 475345 

Thank you to the above local firms of solicitors for supporting CMHC's 
Make o WIII Fortnight 2016 





Countess Mountbatten Hospice Charity, Botley Road, West End, Southamptan, Hampshire, SOSO 3JB 

Registered Charity Number 1123304 


Energy Efficient Fires • Wood Burners • Gas Fires • Electric Fires 
Sales • Fitting • Servicing 

HEDGE END FIREPLACES 

Tel 01489 782 369 www.allfireplaces.co.uk 

93, Lower Northam Road, Hedge End, Southampton, Hampshire, SO30 4FS 



WHERE WOULD YOU GO TODAY..? 



Solent Motor Homes Ltd 5 Upton Road, Poole, Dorset BH17 7AA 
Telephone: 01202 801705 Email: sales@solentmotorhomes.co.uk 


Make every day an adventure, with an affordable 
and luxurious ROLLER TEAM motorhome. 

As the UK’s largest ROLLER TEAM dealer, and with 11 new 
•models to choose from for 2016, we offer the complete package.. 

• Large range of new and quality pre-owned motorhomes 

• Einance available for up to 10 years • Eriendly advice! 

www.solentmotorhomes.co.uk 
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Bathroom 

Showroom 


Simply the Best 

Luxury For Less 


Trade & 
Public 


Expert advice from helpful staff 





Independent Plumbing Supplies 


Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI7 SEA 


FREE PARKING 

Tel: 02380 670000 


FREE DELIVERY 

All prices exclude VAT 

Hi 
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Anything 
is possible 
at Euros 

WITH the Premier League 
title sewn up thrillingly by 
Leicester, attention will soon 
turn to England’s campaign 
at this summer’s European 
Championship. 

New talents have lit up the 
Premier League to provide 
genuine excitement ahead of 
the tournament in France but 
areas of concern remain as 
well. 

Here, the Sports assesses 
what the culmination of the 
title race tells us about 
England’s hopes of success. 

FOXES ON FIRE 
England boss Roy Flodgson will 
certainly hope to benefit fronn 
Leicester’s success. Jamie Vardy 
may well have played himself into 
the starting line-up after his 24 
goals this season, two of which 
came in England’s matches 
against Germany and Flolland. 
Wayne Rooney’s retreat into 
midfield for Manchester United 
potentially opens up an avenue 
for Flodgson to play his captain, 
Vardy and Tottenham’s Flarry 
Kane all in the same side. 



Leicester City’s England 
striker Jamie Vardy 


SPUR FOR TOTTENHAM 
No team is likely to provide more 
of Hodgson’s key players than 
Tottenham. Hodgson must hope 
the pain of missing out spurs the 
likes of Kane, Dele Alii, Eric Dier, 
Danny Rose and Kyle Walker, who 
could all have major roles to play 
this summer. 

DISCIPLINARY WORRIES 
Hodgson may well have watched 
the 2-2 draw between Chelsea 
and Tottenham, which handed 
Leicester the title, from behind his 
sofa. It was an X-rated game with 
many of the main culprits being 
England players. 

Dier and Walker were fortunate 
not to be sent off while Rose 
tussled with Willian and Kane 
was booked for a lunging tackle. 
Such a collective loss of discipline 
would certainly result in red cards 
at international level. Alii and 
Vardy, meanwhile, were sat on the 
sidelines this weekend through 
suspension. 

DREAM BIG 

England winning Euro 2016 is a 
virtual dead cert compared to the 
5000-1 odds of Leicester lifting 
the title. If the Foxes’ success this 
season has shown anything, it 
is that the seemingly impossible 
is possible after all. England 
should head into the tournament 
optimistic that they can challenge 
Europe’s fellow big boys. 


From laughing stool 


IN November 2014 Claudio Ranieri 
was sacked by Greece. 

‘’A most unfortunate choice of 
coach,” said the country’s Football 
Association after a shocking 1-0 de¬ 
feat to the Faroe Islands cost Rani¬ 
eri his job. 

At the time Greece were ranked 
No 18 in the FIFA rankings. The 
Faroes were ranked 187th, and the 
169-place gap remains the widest 
ever where the lowest-ranked team 
has beaten the higher-ranked one. 

A rankings equivalent to the Far¬ 
oes’ win would have been the tiny 
Caribbean island of Monserrat 
beating Germany 

The Italian lasted just five games 
as Greece boss, winning none, and 
left with the contempt of a nation 
and their Euro 2016 hopes in tat¬ 
ters. 

But finally, he has a prize which 
has eluded him for 30 years. 

An improbable, stunning and al¬ 
most unfathomable Barclays Pre¬ 
mier League title with Leicester 
ends his runner-up tag after second 
place finishes with Chelsea, Juven- 
tus, Roma and Monaco. 

His first top-flight title after 16 
jobs, including two spells at Valen¬ 
cia, comes at the most unlikeliest 
of clubs. 

When Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha 
bought Leicester in 2010 he told the 
players - who felt he was optimistic 
having just seen Nigel Pearson end 
his first spell by joining Hull - they 
would win the Premier League in 
five years. 

The Thai billionaire was a year 
out, but even he would have strug¬ 
gled to believe the Foxes would win 
as they sat 5,000-1 outsiders to win 
the league in August. 

To put that into some kind of per¬ 
spective, last summer you would 
only get odds of 4,000-1 of The Pope 
playing for Glasgow Rangers. 

You would only get odds of 2,000-1 
of Elvis Presley being found alive. 

The Loch Ness monster to be dis¬ 
covered alive or President Obama 
admitting the Moon Landing was a 
fake were available at odds of 500-1. 

Leicester winning the Premier 
League title was considered, by the 
bookies, to be far more unlikely 

Ranieri himself was one of the 
favourites to be sacked when he 
replaced ex-Saints boss Pearson in 
July, ending an 11-year exile from 
the English game. 

Some sneered, others questioned 
the appointment of a 64-year-old 
who had not managed in England 
since he was replaced by Jose 
Mourinho at Chelsea in the sum¬ 
mer of 2004. 

But it is Mourinho’s record he 
breaks, winning the Premier 
League just 294 days after being ap¬ 
pointed. Mourinho took 332 days to 
achieve the same feat at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Ranieri inherited a squad who 
had won seven of their final nine 
games last season to survive under 
Pearson, who returned from Hull 
in 2011 and won the Championship 
three years later. 

The Tinkerman was expected to 






change, but his best move as boss 

was to maintain the status quo. 

Craig Shakespeare and Steve 
Walsh, Pearson’s long-time lieuten¬ 
ants, stayed - as did the squad. 

N’Golo Kante and Shinji Oka¬ 
zaki arrived after Christian Fuchs 
signed before Pearson was dis¬ 
missed. 

They were likely to join, regard¬ 
less of the boss, but Ranieri listened 
to head of recruitment Walsh, who 
he worked with at Chelsea, rather 
than ripping up the blueprint. 

Pearson’s legacy of spirit, work 
and hunger remains but Ranieri 
and his staff have added the touch 


of panache and class which has 

elevated them above the establish¬ 
ment. 

Danny Drinkwater has become 
an England international, two 
30-something centre-backs in Rob¬ 
ert Huth and Wes Morgan form 
one of the best partnerships in the 
league and Riyad Mahrez won the 
PEA Player of the Year. 

Jamie Vardy scored five goals last 
season, this term he will go to Euro 
2016 with England having become 
the first Leicester player since 
Gary Lineker in 1985 to score more 
than 20 top-flight goals. 

Pearson nurtured them but under 


Ranieri they have blossomed. 

He allowed the dressing room to 
run itself, headed by skipper Mor¬ 
gan who handles any issues the 
players have an acts as a reliable 
mouthpiece for the squad. 

He gained their trust, difficult 
given their fierce loyalty to Pear¬ 
son, and has shielded them from 
the spotlight. 

Pearson’s brash nature took some 
of the heat, as the headlines fell on 
him following bizarre ostrich com¬ 
ments and touchline spats with 
fans, but Ranieri’s charming and 
approachable manner made him 
the anti-Pearson. 
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[ to title winner 



Rather than getting into rows 

with journalists, he shakes hands 
with every one before his pre¬ 
match press conference. Can you 
imagine Loius Van Gaal or Mour- 
inho doing that? 

He also has a picture of every Pre¬ 
mier League manager on his office 
wall, because he wants them to feel 
welcome. 

Can you imagine Van Gaal doing 
that (especially when one of his ri¬ 
val bosses is Ronald Koeman, who 
he famously fell out with over a dec¬ 
ade ago...)? 

Offers of pizza for clean sheets 
- when Leicester finally managed 
their first shut-out of the season in 


October - are as bizarre as they are 

shrewd. 

The squad bonded further under 
Ranieri, who would routinely give 
players unscheduled days off if he 
felt they were tired. He looked after 
his team. When Okazaki passed 
his English exam in April, Ranieri 
made a point of celebrating it, even 
pretending he had called the team 
meeting especially 

That was in private but his cal¬ 
culated public game kept a lid on 
expectations and he ticked off their 
ambitions only when it was right. 

The former Inter Milan boss 
comes across as everyone’s favour¬ 
ite uncle but the wheels are always 


turning. 

Only when Leicester had four 
games left did he admit they could 
win the title. Tottenham’s slip 72 
hours after Ranieri had made his 
ambitions clear gave the Foxes a 
clear run to the league and it is one 
he deserves. 

A maiden major title represents 
the most glorious of triumphs for 
a man who began his managerial 
career with Lametini in 1986. 

Less than two years ago he was 
on the scrapheap, a failure with 
Greece, leading to their FA’s dam¬ 
ming "unfortunate” barb. 

Fortunately for Leicester, Ranieri 
has completed his resurgence. 



Claudio Ranieri congratulates his players after a win. 


Ranieri’s top quotes 


LEICESTER manager Claudio 
Ranieri guided the Foxes to a 
stunning Barclays Premier League 
title after taking over from ex-Saints 
boss Nigel Pearson last summer. 

The enthusiastic Italian was known 
to be a character after his spell at 
Chelsea between 2000 and 2004 and 
here, the Sports Pink looks at his 
most memorable quotes from the 
season. 

Ranieri offers his player the 
promise of pizza before they finally 
kept their first clean sheet of the 
season in a 1-0 win over Crystal 
Palace in October. 

‘1 told them, if you keep a clean 
sheet. I’ll buy pizza for everybody. I 
think they’re waiting for me to offer 
a hot dog too.” 

Ranieri reacts to being told a 
Leicester butcher - W Archer & Son - 
had created a sausage in his honour. 

‘’I pay for pizza, you pay for the 
sausage. I am the sausageman.” 

The Italian gave his squad bells as 
a Christmas present to remind them 
not to slip up in training. 

‘’From the beginning when 
something was wrong I’ve been 
saying: ‘Dilly-ding, dilly-dong, wake 
up, wake up!’ So on Christmas Day I 
bought for all the players and all the 
staff a little bell. It was just a joke.” 

Ranieri describes striker Vardy as 
a horse in an interview with US 
website the Players’ Tribune. 

‘’This is not a footballer. This is a 
fantastic horse.” 

Ahead of facing Quique Sanchez 
Flores’ Watford in November Ranieri 
jokes he is looking for revenge after 
the Spaniard replaced him at 
Valencia in 2009. 

‘’Yes, big revenge... I want to kill 
him! No, he’s a nice man. It’s just 
football.” 


In December, Ranieri compared 
his side to Tom Hanks’ film 
character when they were two points 
clear at the top. 

‘’Why can’t we continue to run, run, 
run? We are like Forrest Gump. 
Leicester is Forrest Gump. I give you 
the headline there.” 

Marc Albrighton, Jamie Vardy and 
Jeff Schlupp are named as three of 
the fastest players in the top flight, 
leading Ranieri to compare them to 
the RAF. 

‘’I say my team is like the RAF, it’s 
fantastic - whoosh whoosh! -1 love 
it.” 

The Foxes play Leicester rockers 
Kasabian before their games - with 
frontman Tom Meighan a regular at 
the King Power Stadium. 

‘’I told my players ‘when you go on 
the pitch and you hear the song from 
Kasabian, that means they want 
warriors’. I want to see them as 
warriors for the fans. Kasabian are a 
fantastic rock band from Leicester 
and I think the guitar man. Serge, is 
Italian.” 

Ranieri tries to explain his 
emotions after he sheds a tear 
following Leicester’s 2-0 win at 
Sunderland in April which briefly put 
them 10 points clear. 

‘’It’s fantastic when you see before 
the match, an old lady with a 
Leicester shirt outside the stadium. I 
say: ‘Unbelievable. They come from 
Leicester to support us.’ This is my 
emotion.” 

Ranieri finally admits, 
with four games left, 
Leicester are going for the 
title after sealing a 
Champions League group 
stage spot. 

‘’Now we go straight away to try to 
win the title. We are in the 
Champions League, dilly ding, dilly 
dong - come on. We are in the 



Kasabian (from left) Serge Pizzorno, Chris Edwards, Tom Meighan 
and Ian Matthews. 
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UK & Continental Coach Holidays 



Home Choose Carpets 

111 ^^ 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 


• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 



Brighten up your gardens this 
summer with our award winning 
_ Hanging Baskets _ 


See the largest selection of Zonal 
Geraniums, Patio Plants, Bedding 
Plants and Perennials (the best you 
will see locally). 

Hundreds of ready made Hanging 
Baskets and Tubs 

(we supply private homes, pubs and 
commerciai premises). 


10 % 

discount Phone: 01489 584476 
for oyor Open 7 Days 

® 46 Brook Lane, 

every Warsash SO31 9FG 

Weds www.medinanurseries. co. uk 



EASTLEIGH 


£ 24.99 


a month 


swim membership. 


I FLEMING PARK LEISURE CENTRE 

Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh, Hampshire, 8050 9NL 

02380 684819 

www.flemingparkleisurecentre.co.uk 


Call us today! 


places, 

^people 




• McTimoney 
Chiropractic 
• Acupuncture 

• Nutrition 

• Massage 
And Many More 

For FREE e-brochure please ring 

023 8058 2245 
www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 

22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, S017 1 RT, 

023 8058 2245 



Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 
Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


Uall JNUW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 


‘Caring for you’ 


• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 



FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 
FABULOUS LOCATION 

WEDDINGS * PARTIES 
MEETINGS * SKITTLES 
CHRISTENINGS * WAKES 

Telephone or email for availability or a 
brochure - Bar and exceptional food menu 
(if required) from buffet to 3 course sit down 
dinner we cater for any size function 
10 -100 people 

THE MORTIMER ARMS 
ROMSEY ROAD 
OWER (Jet 2 M27) 
ROMSEY, S051 6AF 

02380 814379 

www.mortimerarms.co.uk 

info@mortimerarms.co.uk 
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Every Product A 
Discounted!!! 


The More You Spend... 
...THE MORE YOU SAVE!!! 




SOLID OAK, PINE & PAINTED 
FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 

HUGE STOCKS 

COMPREHENS IVE DELI VERY SERVICE 

BEDS, MATTRESSES, SOFAS, MIRRORS, 
PRINTS, LAMPS Etc... 


BLANDFORD 

(Holland Way) 

POOLE 

(nr ToysRus) 

SALISBURY 

(nr Tesco/behind Halfords) 

SOUTHAMPTON 

(opp Peter Green, Chandlers Ford) 


1 1 


^ J 

i 

side 

I - 1 

LjJ, 

:: 

Salisbury 
3 Drawer Bed 
rrp £64 

Now £49! 



Salisbury 
3+2 Chest 
rrp £265 



Walden Oak Table 
(*chairs extra) 
rrp £T66 


Now £129! 



Walden Oak 
Small Sideboard 
rrp £220 


Now £129! 


A World Furniture 

SOLID WOOD SUPERSTORES 


0800 1223334 

www.aworldoffurniture.co.uk 



Reader 

nffor Newmarket 

'JTTer Holidays 


Blackpool Illuminations & 
Tower Ballroom Tea Dance 


Britain’s undisputed capital of entertainment! 

3 days from £169.00,14 October 2016 

See the greatest free light show on earth - the famous Blackpool Illuminations! 

Highlights & inclusions 


Tour of ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ 
country 

Visit to Blackpool & Illuminations 
Drive 

Afternoon Tea Dance in the 
Blackpool Tower Ballroom 
Visit to Buxton 
Two nights’ bed and English 


0330 160 7751 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll462 


breakfast accommodation in a three- 
star standard hotel in the North 
West area 

One three-course evening meal 
Coach travel from the local area 
Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


I These holidays are organised 
& operated by Newmarket 
Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. 
Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply. Standard 
phone charges. 


I&ABTA 



CHANCES DEBIT CARDS BAGGAGE 


Guernsey 

A world away in just 45 minutes! 


Escape to Guernsey and get away from 
it all without the hassle of long haul... 


BOOK 

NOW 


biueisiands.com 


A WELCOME DIFFERENCE 


£FREE £FREE £FREE 












































































34 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, May 7,2016 


Other teams 
to have ‘done 
a Leicester’ 

LEICESTER have claimed an 
improbable Premier League title. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
other teams who upset the 
establishment to conquer their 
domestic league. 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST 1977-78 

The idea of a newly-promoted team 
securing the English top tier title 
seemed absurd but Forest achieved it 
in 1978. Under Brian Clough they 
finished third in the Second Division the 
season before, ahead of Bolton and 
Blackpool by just a point. But led by 
Martin O’Neill, Peter Shilton, Peter 
Withe and John McGovern they took the 
title by seven points ahead of Liverpool. 
It was a season where Leicester 
finished bottom. Forest also won the 
League Cup that season and - a year 
later - became champions of Europe. 

VERONA 1984-85 

Currently bottom of Serie A and 
relegated with just four wins from 36 
games, Verona pulled off a major shock 
to claim the title in 1985. They had 
finished fourth and sixth in Serie A in 
their first seasons after being promoted 
in 1982. A 1-1 draw against Atalanta 
secured the title with a game to spare, 
four points clear of Torino with Inter 
Milan third and Sampdoria fourth. It 



Nottingham Forest show off the 
1978 League title trophy, 
remains Verona’s only Serie A title and 
they ended an 11-year top flight 
absence with promotion in 2013. 

MONTPELLIER 2011-12 

Monaco, St Etienne and Bordeaux 
had won the French title as promoted 
clubs but Montpellier’s Ligue 1 triumph 
in 2012 eclipsed them after the 
landscape changed following heavy 
investment at Paris St Germain. The 
Qatari takeover of the club in 2011 saw 
them sign Javier Pastore, Thiago Motta 
and Alex that summer but Montpellier 
shocked the newly rich side, winning 
the title by three points. They had 
finished 2010-11 a lowly 14th - the same 
spot Leicester ended last season - and 
just three points above the relegation 
zone. 

ATLETICO MADRID 2013-14 

Atletico ended nine years of 
Barcelona and Real Madrid title 
dominance when they claimed the 
Primera Division title two years ago. It 
was their first title since 1996 and 10th 
in their history after a 1-1 draw at the 
Nou Camp confirmed their crown, 
ensuring they finished three points 
clear of Barca and their city rivals. 
Diego Simeone’s side lost only four 
times all season, conceding just 26 
goals in 38 league games and beat Real 
1-0 in the Bernabeu in September. 


So, who’s YOUR top Sa 


VIRGIL van Dijk and Shane 
Long are the early frontrun¬ 
ners in the 43rd Daily Echo 
Player of the Season award 
race. 

The famous fan’s vote, 
which has been won by 
most of the ciub’s greats 
such as Mick Channon, Aian 
Baii and Kevin Keegan, is 
back for another year and, 
once again, it’s oniy the 
supporters who can decide. 

There have been nine names 
shortlisted from which to decide, 
and already there has been a rush 
of votes. 

Here in The Pink, we profile all 
nine contenders. 

To have your say go to dailyecho. 
co.uk/pots2016 

Alternatively, you can email 
echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 

There is also the option to vote by 
post by sending your nomination to 
Saints Player of the Season Vote, 
Sportsdesk, Southern Daily Echo, 
Newspaper House, Test Lane, Red¬ 
bridge, Southampton, S016 9JX. 

The closing date for voting is 
Thursday, May 12, with the win¬ 
ner to be announced prior to the 
final game of the 2015/16 Premier 
League season against Crystal Pal¬ 
ace on Sunday, May 15. 

Fraser Forster 

Has there been a Saints player in 
recent times whose comeback from 
injury has made such a significant 
impact as Forster’s did this season? 

Saints were in the midst of some 
poor form when Forster made his 
comeback from ten months out 
with a serious knee injury 

It came sooner than expected, but 
few, even he, could have dreamt it 
would go so well. 

Forster kept six clean sheets in a 
row as Saints roared back to form, 
and landed a Premier League Play¬ 
er of the Month award. 

He was soon back in the England 
squad, winning two more caps and 
pretty much guaranteeing a spot in 
the squad for Euro 2016. 

His presence for Saints is un¬ 
doubtedly huge, and, though he 
has played only half a season, his 
impact was such that he deserves 
consideration for your vote. 

Jose Fonte 

It’s a mark of Fonte’s consistency 
that he finds himself in contention 
for a third Daily Echo Player of the 
Season award. 

To put that achievement into 
some sort of context, since the fa¬ 
mous trophy was first handed out 
in the 1973-74 season, only one man 
has won it more than once. 

That man is Matthew Le Tissier, 
probably the greatest player in 
Southampton’s history 

Fonte previously picked up the 
award in 2010-11, and also last sea¬ 
son. 



Jose Fonte, above, has led by example and Ryan Bertrand has also impressed. 


What makes it all the more re¬ 
markable, is that in each of those 
two wins, and this year’s nomina¬ 
tion, he has been playing alongside 
a different central defensive part¬ 
ner. 


Virgil van Dijk 

Classy, composed, strong in tack¬ 
le, good in the air, excellent on the 
ball - Van Dijk seems to have it all. 

The scouts didn’t have to take a 
long flight from Southampton to 
check out van Dijk, and their as¬ 
sessment was once again spot on. 

He has quickly become a hugely 
popular player with the supporters, 
and looks as though he has been 
playing alongside Jose Fonte for 


years. 

Van Dijk is probably the slight fa¬ 
vourite to win the Daily Echo Play¬ 
er of the Season trophy this season, 
and it’s not hard to make the case 
for him. 

Ryan Bertrand 

Bertrand missed the opening 
stages of the season as Saints stut¬ 
tered to just six points from their 
opening six matches and were 
eliminated from the Europa League 
before the group stages. 

When did their form pick up? The 
exact moment Bertrand was fit to 
start again. 

He may go under the radar at na¬ 
tional level, but there is no denying 


that for Saints he is an absolute su¬ 
perstar. 

Victor Wanyama 

There is no doubting that Wany¬ 
ama is a significant influence for 
Saints. 

His ability to shield the back four 
puts him amongst the very best in 
the league in his position. 

With clubs increasingly playing a 
lone striker, and then a player in a 
number ten type role, Wanyama’s 
position has become all the more 
important. 

If you were being honest, though, 
there are a couple of blots on the 
copy book. One is that he has yet to 
sign a new contract, and with just a 
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ints star for 2015/16? 


Book review 

Slaying The Tiger 
By Shane Ryan 

Sportsbookofthemonth. com 
price: £11.51 saving £2.48 on rrp 




Victor Wanyama, left, and Steven Davis have impressed in midfield. 



Graziano Pelle, left, and Shane Long are Saints’ top scorers this term. 


year left on his current deal there 
is an increasing danger of him 
moving on this summer. 

The other is three red cards in a 
season, and more specifically the 
bans they have brought with them. 

Steven Davis 

Consistent and creative. 

They are two words which are 
unusual bedfellows in the world of 
football. 

To find a player who can combine 
both of those qualities is a scarce 
thing, but, in Steven Davis, Saints 
have one. 

He remains the unsung hero 
of the side, adding balance to 
the attack when Ronald Koeman 


throws the likes of Graziano Pelle, 
Saido Mane and Dusan Tadic into 
the mix. 

Davis provides a tireless work 
ethic to help those around him find 
the time and space to shine. 

But the aspect of his game often 
overlooked is his own creativity 
and attacking contributions to the 
side. 

Only the aforementioned attack¬ 
ing trio, along with set-piece taker 
James Ward-Prowse, have more 
assists for Saints this season than 
Davis. 

Sadio Mane 

No player in the Saints side is as 
likely to get the crowd on their feet 


with a truly electrifying moment as 
Sadio Mane. 

That searing pace, that fearless 
running at defenders, the ability 
to create goals, to score goals - it 
would seem Mane has it all. 

When he is on song he is almost 
unplayable, though he has been 
frustrating at times as well in 
2015/16 and poor in front of goal. 

But with nine league goals, in¬ 
cluding his latest hat-trick against 
Manchester City, and six assists, 
there is no doubting his contribu¬ 
tion. 

And, whatever you might say 
about him, he is undoubtedly box 
office. 


Sadio Mane. 

Shane Long 

Long has gone from being the 
man whom Saints overpaid for at 
£12m, to an absolute bargain at just 
£12m in the space of a fantastic sea¬ 
son. 

Rarely will you see such a whole¬ 
hearted and committed forward 
player. 

He had to endure being stuck out 
wide and in roles that didn’t fully 
suit his abilities at the beginning 
of his Saints career, but this season 
has grabbed his chance for a more 
central role with both hands. 

He has played that running from 
deep off of a main striker position 
brilliantly. 

As well as his tireless running. 
Long has one of the most incred¬ 
ible leaps of any Saints player for 
many a year. 

Added to all that, he has found 
his shooting boots this season, as 
11 goals in all competitions proves. 

This will be remembered as the 
year he really got going at Saints, 
and makes him a genuine contend¬ 
er for the Daily Echo Player of the 
Season award. 

Graziano Pelle 


It’s not all been smooth sailing for 
Pelle this season, but once again 
he is set to finish as the club’s top 
scorer and there is no doubting his 
talismanic talents. 

He will of course always be 
judged on goals scored, and with 
13 to his name in all competitions 
it has been a decent if not utterly 
spectacular season. 

A little dip in form here and there 
didn’t help. 

He is a great link-up man for 
Saints, strong in the air, always oc¬ 
cupying centre halves. 

Pelle seems to thrive as the main 
man, and the emergence of Shane 
Long, the return of Jay Rodriguez 
and the arrival of Charlie Austin 
has threatened that status. 

Whatever the future holds for 
him, he has reminded everybody 
of his best qualities and is once 
again pushing his case to be the 
first striker since Rickie Lambert 
four years ago to lift the Daily Echo 
Player of the Season award. 


It’s almost two decades since John 
Feinstein wrote A Good Walk Spoiled, 
one of golf’s most famous books, 
published the season before Tiger 
Woods made his professionai debut. 

Pubiished in the USA iast year (and 
now avaiiabie here), Shane Ryan’s 
Siaying The Tiger has been compared 
favourabiy to Feinstein’s ground¬ 
breaking read as he siips behind the 
PGA Tour’s eiaborateiy weii-pianned 
media coverage to examine the crop of 
younger stars who appear destined to 
assume Tiger’s mantie. 

To say that Ryan takes the reader 
behind the scenes and unearths iittie- 
known facts about the pedestrian 
advertising boards known as 
professionai goifers is an 
understatement. He reveais, for 
instance, that Dustin Johnson stoie 
buiiets for a gun used to kiii someone 
on the same day; he aiso teiis us that 
Patrick Reed’s parents took to sociai 
media to compiain about their son’s 
wife, but this is far from an opportunity 
for the author to air some iittie-known 
dirty iaundry. 

Ryan’s anecdotes are just that: usefui, 
often amusing back stories for a ciutch 
of characters who are often compiex, 

.V£lf yOflf WjyUESTSELLER 


A YEAR mSIDETHE RQPES 
ON THE NEW PGA TOUR 


quirky individuais, most of whom 
discovered at a very eariy age that they 
had a God-given taient for hitting a iittie 
white baii into a siightiy iarger hoie. 

it means that, instead of coming 
across as biand young men focused 
soieiy on coiiecting very iarge cheques 
as often as possibie, Ryan offers us 
iight and shade, a different, iess 
predictabie focus, which succeeds in 
making the piayers about whom he 
writes seem more human. 

One common factor uniting this 
comparativeiy youthfui group of goifers 
is their desire to succeed at the highest 
ievei, aithough it seems uniikeiy that 
one of them wiii emerge and become as 
dominant as Tiger Woods was. 

Nevertheiess, Siaying The Tiger is, in 
many respects, a iandmark - and often 
very opinionated - book chroniciing a 
pivotai period in goif’s iong history, a 
time when a iarger than expected group 
of younger piayers comes to the fore as 
Tiger’s infiuence fades. 

Such a deveiopment is hardiy a shock 
- ageing sportsmen are reguiariy 
superseded by young guns - but as 
Ryan refuses to toe the PGA Tour party 
iine and describe a coiiection of 
whoiesome individuais, he succeeds in 
making them reai. 





SLAYING 
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FASCINATING TITLE BATTLE 
AHEAD IN ABSENCE OF TOM 



Replacing Tom Morton will be a tough ask for champions South Wilts. 


JUST how do you replace a captain 
who leads from the front, scored 
close on 1,000 runs last season 
and frequently wins the ECB South¬ 
ern Premier League wicket-keeping 
award ? 

Then find a replacement for an Australian 
overseas player, who last season scored over 
500 runs, and weighed in with 41 wickets, 
writes MIKE VIMPANY 

That’s the dilemma James Hayward faced 
this weekend as he began his second stint as 
South Wilts skipper, having stepped into the 
breach when the mega successful Tom Mor¬ 
ton decided to join Ealing as the Middlesex 
Premier League club’s Director of Cricket. 

Ryan Duffield has regained his Western 
Australia contract and remains in Perth this 
summer. 

Hayward is no stranger to the Bemerton hot 
seat, having led South Wilts to the first two 
of the four successive titles they’ve won since 
2012. 

He hopes hard-hitting South Australia Un- 
der-19 captain Jake Winter will fill the run 
scoring berth Morton vacated, but to expect 
the talented Adelaide teenager to score 900 or 
more runs is a big ask. 

It will take Winter to adjust to different sur¬ 
faces, although he’ll be looking to push off 
with positive performances against Ventnor 
today and the Academy at Bemerton next 
week. 

South Wilts will be disappointed if they 
haven’t got maximum points on the board 
before St Cross loom over Pepperbox Hill on 
May 21. 

A potentially less-strong South Wilts should 
create a more even playing field. 

But who can prevent Hayward raising the 
Premier trophy aloft for a fifth successive 
time come early September ? 

Will the Premier Division be as strong as in 
the past ? 

Tom Morton’s move to Ealing and Richard 
Morris’s move from Bashley (Rydal) to Hen¬ 
ley sees arguably the two best batsmen leave 
the SPL scene. 

And there are no Australian Under-19 crick¬ 
eters about under Richard Browning’s Inter¬ 
national Academy project at the Ageas Bowl. 

It begs to suggest the league will be down on 
quality Time will tell. 

But what of the season ahead, the prospects 
of the nine sides who will potentially chal¬ 
lenge South Wilts’ monopoly ? 

Alton 

Captain: Scott Myers. Overseas: Dan Hut¬ 
ton (Melbourne University) 

Alton always scrap hard and often have the 
ability to upset sides. Australian Dan Hutton 
plays First Grade for Melbourne University 
in the tough Victoria Premier League and 
should strengthen the top order batting. Skip¬ 
per Scott Myers continues to flourish and 
Michael Heffernan is consistent. Julian Ball¬ 
inger won the SPL bowling prize last year and 
will form a reliable spin partnership with the 
improving Jack Myers. Underestimate them 
at your peril. 

Prospects: Mid-table 


Bashley (Rydal) 

Captain: Michael Porter. Overseas: Gavin 
Bailiff (Zimbabwe/WA) 

Mike Porter becomes Bashley’s third cap¬ 
tain in quick succession and has a quick re¬ 
build job on his hands. Morris’s departure 
has left a huge void and South Australia’s 
Tom Andrews isn’t about to spin sides out. 
Tom Gates (Fawley) has showed up well in 
pre-season, but Bashley’s batting frailties re¬ 
main a concern. Dorset spinner Sam Thom¬ 
son will be key with the ball. 

Prospects: Mid-table 

Burridge 

Captain: Rick Ankers. Overseas: Geoff 
Dods (Cape Town). Contract: Ryan Stevenson. 

It’s normally a struggle for survival at Bur¬ 
ridge and there’s little to suggest anything 
different this season. Geoff Dods, who led 
Cape Town into the CSA national club cham¬ 
pionships, is back for another stint, as is Lee 


Savident. Dan Stancliffe looks to continue his 
development, while Ryan Murray has a point 
or two to prove after his Academy release. 
Hampshire’s Ryan Stevenson will beef up the 
batting once he’s fit to play. It’s unlikely he’ll 
bowl much. 

Prospects: Another struggle. 

Havant 

Captain: Ben Walker. Overseas: Tom Van- 
derslik (Melbourne) 

Ben Walker is back as captain, replacing 
Stuart Ransley. When Rob Gibson and Chris 
Morgan are available, Havant look the strong¬ 
est outfield. Andy Gorvin will add all-round 
quality while Pete Hopson and Richard Hind- 
ley will be at the forefront of their challenge, 
with will rest heavily on spin. 

Prospects: Will end South Wilts’ monopoly 
and be champion. 

Hampshire Academy 


Captain: Brad Taylor/Joe Weatherley 

England Under-19 captain Brad Taylor was 
to have captained the Academy, but when he 
joined Hampshire’s casualty list plans had 
to change. St Cross bound Joe Weatherley 
is locum captain of a very young and inex¬ 
perienced side, which will strengthen when 
school commitments allow. When everyone 
is available in mid-summer, the Academy 
will be a force, with Felix Organ and Oxford 
quick Rory Hipwell players to watch. Until 
then... 

Prospects: Will improve as the season goes 
on. 

Lymington 

Captain: Simon Beetham. Overseas: Terry 
Crabb (New Zealand). Contract: Lewis Mc¬ 
Manus. 

Lead bowler Matt Metcalfe may struggle 
for a new-ball partner, but Lymington look to 
have a potentially decent squad. Hampshire’s 
Lewis McManus has been in top form and 
will look for Dom Hand, Ben Rogers, Ryan 
Scott and Kiwi Terry Crabb to bat around 
him. Remain short in the spin section. 

Prospects: Top half. 

New Milton 

Captain: James Park. Overseas: Dave 
Wakefield (New Zealand) 

Newly promoted, the Green & Golds will 
just want to stay up. Run scoring will be key 
and Dave Wakefield’s arrival could be signif¬ 
icant. James Haggaty and the Park brothers 
have a wealth of Premier experience. Mil¬ 
ton’s bowling looks decent, with lead SPLl 
seamer George Watts and Nicky Elliott look¬ 
ing to catch the eye. 

Prospects: Will stay up. 

St Cross Symondians 

Captain: Richard Taylor. Overseas: George 
Worker (New Zealand). Contract: Joe Weath¬ 
erley/Adam Rouse 

Paraded four newcomers at New Milton to¬ 
day, among them Black Caps ODI left-hander 
George Worker, who enjoyed a run strewn 
start to 2016 for Central Districts. Once his 
Academy duties are fulfilled (probably mid¬ 
season), Hampshire’s Joe Weatherley comes 
into the reckoning, before which Solent Uni¬ 
versity’s Matt Stokes, Louis Kimber (Slea¬ 
ford), Charlie Ayres and Army all-rounder 
Kesler will all look to make their mark. 

Prospects: Be disappointed to finish out¬ 
side of the top four. 

Ventnor 

Captain: Mark Holmes. Overseas: Alex 
Glendenning (Sydney) 

You could field a potential title winning 
side from all the cricketers who have played 
for Ventnor in the past decade or so, but 
sadly the talent drain continues to gradually 
drip away. It’s hard for youngsters to remain 
on the island. Jake George and Henry Bart¬ 
lett are the latest to go and James Cheek has 
broken his arm and is out until mid-season. 
Australian quick Alex Glendenning has ar¬ 
rived from Sydney, but it’s difficult to envis¬ 
age another other than a long, hard slog. 

Prospects: Relegation. 

• More local cricket on P22 
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Hants make emergency signing for Lancashire ciash 



Gareth Andrew 


HAMPSHIRE have signed 
former Worcestershire 
seamer Gareth Andrew for 
their Specsavers County 
Championship match against 
Lancashire. 

Andrew has taken 231 first- 
class wickets at 33.7 and is 
included in a 13-man party for 
the Old Trafford clash, which 
begins tomorrow, writes Simon 
Walter. 

The 32 year-old, who has 
also scored 2909 runs at 24.4, 
has been signed on a one-off 
basis with Chris Wood (knee) 
and Sean Ervine (finger) 
unavailable. 

With Reece Topley (fractured 
hand), Gareth Berg (knee). 


Fidel Edwards (broken ankle) 
and Ryan Stevenson (back) 
long-term absentees, Andrew 
joins Tino Best as a short-term 
signing. 

Hampshire director of cricket 
Giles White said: “Gareth has 
been signed for just this match 
with Woody and Slug unfit. 

“We’re without a lot of all- 
rounders and Liam Dawson is 
still unable to bowl so Gareth 
will be good for the balance of 
the team as he can also bat.” 

Worcestershire did not renew 
Andrew’s contract after he 
missed most of last season with 
a fractured bone in his back. 

“It’s a similar situation to 
[Hampshire Player of the Year] 


Gareth Berg at Middlesex 
before we signed him last year,” 
added White. 

Tom Alsop and Brad Wheal 
are also added to the team that 
drew with Middlesex. James 
Anderson is in Lancashire’s 12- 
man squad. 

England’s all-time leading 
wicket-taker has taken 
six wickets at 29 apiece in 
Lancashire’s first two games; 
an eight-wicket win against 
Notts at Old Trafford and a 
draw at Somerset. 

Hampshire (from): Adams, 
Carberry, Vince, Smith, 

Dawson, Wheater, McLaren, 
Best, Crane, Tomlinson, Alsop, 
Wheal, Andrew. 


Crane is hoping ruie change 
means more opportunities 



Mason Crane (Picture by Neii Marshaii) 


‘Non-toss’ 
suits spin 

HAMPSHIRE star Mason 
Crane is hoping for a spin- 
bowiing renaissance as a re¬ 
suit of the ruie change affect¬ 
ing the pre-match toss. 

The leg-spinner was encouraged by 
his first Specsavers County Champi¬ 
onship appearance of the season in 
this week’s draw against Middlesex 
at The Ageas Bowl. 

Pitches across the country are fa¬ 
vouring spin more than they would 
usually do at this early stage in the 
season, as a result of away sides hav¬ 
ing the option to bat first in every 
game. 

It is very good news for Crane, who 
will make his sixth first-class appear¬ 
ance when Hampshire begin their 
next Championship match, against 
Lancashire at Old Trafford on Sun¬ 
day. 

Crane, 19, said: “Championship 
cricket is all about seam but my chal¬ 
lenge is to make it all about spin. 

“There is a place for it and I think it 
is very important for sides to concen¬ 
trate on it as you can bowl teams out 
very quickly with spin. 

“The toss rules have probably 
helped my cause in terms of bowl¬ 
ing in these games and getting more 
overs in. 

“From the three wickets I’ve seen, 
they are close to what I expect a Test 
wicket to be like. It is important we 
as a country are gearing people up 
for Test cricket, bowlers especially so 
they are not shocked. 

“I think that is good for the game 
and will bring spin more into it be¬ 
cause teams won’t be bowled out in 50 
overs through seam. 

“Because of the lack of spin that 
gets bowled it gives me more of a 
chance to bowl and take wickets be¬ 
cause people don’t face it too often.” 

Crane, who was described as 
“world-class” by Hampshire coach 
Dale Benkenstein in pre-season, al¬ 


ready has 15 first-class wickets at 33 
apiece - including the match-winning 
5-33 he took against Warwickshire 
last season. 

“I still have a long way to go before 
I get anywhere near that bracket,” he 
said. “It’s nice to be talked about like 
that but I try to put it to the back of 
my mind and focus on what I’m doing 


in that moment, otherwise compla¬ 
cency could slip in. 

“You read the stuff and it puts a 
smile on your face but you have to tell 
yourself to keep focus. 

“I don’t think too far ahead as things 
in my career have already happened 
much quicker than I expected - last 
year I didn’t expect to play any games 


and then I played quite a few. 

“I don’t have a plan, I just try to 
bowl well and string performances 
together and see where that takes 
me. 

“It was good to get a lot of overs 
(against Middlesex) and pick up a 
wicket. I’m happy with the way it’s 
coming out.” 


Hampshire Cricket 
fixtures 2016 


APRIL 

«CardiRMCCU(h) 

Hampshire 369-8 dec (J Weatherley 
83, T Alsop 82, L McManus 68) & 
126-3, Cardiff UCCE 258-9 (M Crane 
3-70) & 79-1. Drawn. 

10-13Warwickshire(h)SCC 
Hampshire 202 (R McLaren 85) & 
185-5 (L Dawson 50no), 
Warwickshire 369 (J Tomlinson 
3079, F Edwards 3-102). Drawn 

17-20 Yorkshire (a) see 
Yorkshire 593-9 dec & 183-8 (J 
Tomlinson 3-31), Hampshire 453 (S 
Ervine 123, J Vince 119, A Wheater 
62, R McLaren 55no). Drawn 


MAY 

1-4 Middlesex (h) see 
Hants 336 (M Carberry 107, L 
Dawson 89) & 290-5 dec (J Adams 
70, A Wheather 57no, R McLaren 
46no), Middlesex 361 (J Tomlinson 
4-74, R McLaren 4-74) & 55-2. 
Drawn. 

8-11 Lancashire (a) SCC 

22- 25 Nottinghamshire (h) SCC 
27 Middlesex (Uxbridge) T20 
29 Middlesex (a, TBC) SCC 

JUNE 

2Kent(h)T20 
3 Glamorgan (a)T20 
5 Essex (h) RLODC 
7 Middlesex (Radlett CC) RLODC 
8Kent(a)T20(f) 

14 Gloucestershire (a) RLODC (f) 

15 Surrey (h) RLODC (f) 

17 Sussex (h)T20(f) 

19 Somerset (a) T20 
24Essex(a)T20(f) 

25 Gloucestershire (h)T20 
26-29 Somerset (h) SCC 

JULY 

1 Surrey (a) T20(f) 

3- 6 Durham (a) SCC 
8Essex(h)T20(f) 

10-13 Warwickshire (a) SCC 
14 Glamorgan (h)T20(f) 

17-20 Surrey (h) SCC 
22 Middlesex (h)T20(f) 

26 Kent (h) RLODC (f) 

27 Sussex (a) RLODC (f) 

29 Somerset (h)T20(t) 

31 Glamorgan (Swansea) RLODC 

AUGUST 

2 Somerset (h) RLODC (f) 

4- 7 Lancashire (h) SCC 
8-11T20 quarter-finals 

13-16 Nottinghamshire (a) SCC 
17-18 RLODC quarter-finals 

20 T20 Finals Day (Edgbaston) 

23- 26 Somerset (a) SCC 
31-3Yorkshire(h)SCC 

SEPTEMBER 
6-9 Surrey (a) SCC 
17 RLODC final 
20-23 Durham (h) SCC 


Key 

SCC: Specsavers County 
Championship 
T20:NatwestT20 Blast 
RLODC: Royal London One-Day Cup 
(f): Floodlit 
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SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Barclays Premier League 


SkyBet League One 


AFC Bournemouth.1 

Ritchie 82 
HT 0-1 

A. Villa.0 

HT 0-0 

Crystal P.2 

Gayie 47,68 
HT 0-1 

Leicester.L 

HTL-L 

Norwich.0 

HT 0-0 

Sunderind.3 

Khazri 41 
Borini 67 
Defoe 70 
HT 1-2 

West Ham.1 

Kingsiey 68 og 


Leicester 
Tottenham 
Arsenal 
Man City 
Man Utd 
West Ham 
SAINTS 
Liverpool 
Chelsea 86 

Stoke 37 

Swansea 37 

Everton 35 

Watford 35 

Crystal P 37 

W.B.A. 37 

Bournemouth37 
Sunderind 36 


P W 
36 11 
36 10 
36 11 
36 12 
36 11 
36 8 
36 10 


D L F A 
6 1 32 17 

6 2 34 13 

4 3 27 11 

1 5 45 19 

5 2 24 8 

7 3 31 24 

3 5 35 21 

7 3 30 21 

8 5 31 29 

4 7 20 23 

5 5 19 19 

5 8 32 30 

5 7 18 17 

3 10 19 23 

4 8 19 25 

5 9 23 34 

6 7 20 20 


Newcastle 
Norwich 
A. Villa 


5 27 23 
8 22 28 
12 14 35 


W.B.A.1 

Rondon 16 

Newcastle.0 

Att 33,055 

Stoke.1 

Adam 26 

Everton.L 

Man Utd.1 

Mata 72 
Att 27,132 

Chelsea.2 

Costa 14 
Matic 45 

Att 47,050 

Swansea.4 

Routledge 25 
Ayew 31 
Ki 51 
Gomis 90 
Att 34,907 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

11 5 2 32 17 77 

9 7 2 33 15 70 

8 6 4 32 23 67 

7 6 5 23 19 64 

7 4 7 20 23 63 

7 7 4 30 23 59 

6 6 6 18 18 57 

8 3 7 29 27 55 

7 4 7 26 22 48 

6 5 8 19 31 48 

4 5 10 22 32 46 

5 9 3 23 19 44 

6 3 8 18 25 44 

5 6 7 19 24 42 

4 8 7 14 22 42 

6 4 8 21 30 42 

3 5 10 23 40 35 

2 3 14 12 41 34 

3 2 13 13 34 31 

1 3 14 13 37 17 


P W 

Wigan 45 14 
Burton Albion 45 13 


D L F A 
38 13 
32 16 


4 43 
9 25 


28 87 
84 


Walsall 

45 

11 

6 

6 

31 

26 

12 

6 

4 

35 

23 

81 

Millwall 

45 

13 

3 

7 

34 

22 

10 

6 

6 

37 

26 

78 

Bradford 

45 

13 

5 

4 

30 

16 

9 

6 

8 

23 

24 

77 

Barnsley 

45 

11 

4 

8 

35 

24 

10 

4 

8 

31 

29 

71 

Scunthorpe 

45 

12 

6 

5 

28 

15 

8 

5 

9 

30 

32 

71 

Gillingham 

45 

13 

4 

5 

40 

22 

6 

8 

9 

30 

32 

69 

Coventry 

45 

12 

6 

5 

41 

24 

6 

6 

10 

24 

25 

66 

Sheff Utd 

45 

11 

4 

7 

37 

27 

7 

8 

8 

27 

30 

66 

Rochdale 

45 

12 

6 

5 

41 

25 

6 

6 

10 

25 

35 

66 

Port Vale 

45 

12 

7 

3 

35 

20 

6 

4 

13 

21 

33 

65 

Peterboro 

45 

8 

4 

10 

37 

36 

10 

2 

11 

40 

36 

60 

Southend 

45 

10 

5 

8 

30 

26 

6 

6 

10 

26 

35 

59 

Bury 

45 

9 

8 

5 

33 

27 

6 

4 

13 

20 

44 

57 

Swindon 

45 

9 

4 

9 

36 

36 

6 

7 

10 

25 

35 

56 

Oldham 

45 

7 

5 

10 

25 

33 

5 

13 

5 

19 

23 

54 

Chesterfid 

45 

6 

6 

11 

36 

39 

9 

2 

11 

22 

29 

53 

Shrewsbry 

45 

5 

5 

13 

29 

39 

8 

6 

8 

29 

37 

50 

Fleetwood Tn45 

8 

8 

6 

31 

20 

3 

7 

13 

19 

36 

48 

Blackpool 

45 

8 

5 

10 

22 

24 

4 

5 

13 

17 

34 

46 

Doncaster 

45 

7 

6 

9 

27 

24 

4 

6 

13 

21 

40 

45 

Colchester 

45 

4 

9 

9 

31 

41 

5 

4 

14 

25 

56 

40 

Crewe 

45 

4 

7 

12 

25 

40 

3 

6 

13 

21 

41 

34 


SkyBet League Two 


SkyBet Championship 


Blackburn.. 

Bennett 8 
Graham 14 
Jackson 86 
HT 2-1 

Cardiff. 

Piikington 26 
HT 1-1 

Charlton. 

HT 0-1 

Derby Cty.. 

HT 0-1 

Fulham. 

Cairney 77 
HT 0-0 

Huddersfid. 

Paterson 50 


HT 0-1 

Hull. 

Snodgrass 25 
Hernandez 27 
Livermore 40,59 
Diame 42 
HT 4-1 

Middlesbro... 

Stuani 19 
HT 1-0 

M K Dons. 

Maynard 19 


3 Reading.1 

Kermorgant 31 


Att 13,140 

Birminghm.1 

Cotteriii 11 
Att 21,022 

Burnley.3 

Yokes 20 
Boyd 49 
Gray 51 
Att 16,199 

Ipswich.1 

McGoidrick 34 pen 
Att 29,854 

Bolton.0 

Att 17,207 

Brentford.5 

Canos 1 
Hogan 52,62 
Vibe 67 
Swift 88 

Rotherham.1 

Freckiington 16 


HT 0-3 

Oxford Utd... 

Dunkiey 54 
Maguire 72 pen 
O’Dowda 90 
HT 0-0 

Plymouth. 

Harvey 6,25 
Rooney 58,83 
Neison 61 
HT 2-0 

POMPEY. 

Naismith 48 

HT 0-1 

Yeovil. 


HT1-1 

Preston... 

Hugiii 90 
HT 0-0 

Q.P.R. 

Henry 63 
HT 0-0 

Wolves.... 

Turner 7 og 
Saviiie 35 
HT 2-0 


Burnley 

Middlesbro 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
46 15 6 2 38 14 

46 16 5 2 34 8 


Brighton 

Hull 

Derby Cty 
Sheff Wed 


46 15 5 3 40 18 

46 15 7 1 47 12 

46 12 7 4 37 16 

46 13 8 2 42 17 


Brighton... 

Nottm For 

.1 

Stephens 55 

Att 33,806 

2 

Northmptn 
Oxford Utd 
Bristol R 

P W 
46 15 
46 10 
46 15 

D 

5 

7 

2 

L 

3 

6 

6 

F 

38 

37 

41 

A 

19 

20 

21 

W 

14 

14 

11 

D 

7 

7 

5 

L 

2 

2 

7 

F 

44 

47 

36 

A 

27 

21 

25 

Pt 

99 

86 

85 



Cohen 8 

Acc Stanley 46 

11 

9 

3 

43 

30 

13 

4 

6 

31 

18 

85 


Assombalonga 74 

Plymouth 

46 

12 

3 

8 

39 

26 

12 

6 

5 

33 

20 

81 



Att 15,486 

POMPEY 

46 10 

7 

6 

38 

19 

11 

8 

4 

37 

25 

78 

Leeds utd. 

.1 

Wimbledon 

46 

11 

4 

8 

30 

25 

10 

8 

5 

34 

25 

75 



Wood 78 pen 

Att 18,473 

Leyton O 

46 

11 

4 

8 

33 

31 

8 

8 

7 

27 

30 

69 

Bristol C... 

.0 

Cambridge 

46 

10 

6 

7 

37 

28 

8 

8 

7 

29 

27 

68 




Carlisle 

46 

10 

6 

7 

38 

35 

7 

10 

6 

29 

27 

67 



Att 16,679 

Luton 

46 

7 

6 

10 

27 

29 

12 

3 

8 

36 

32 

66 

Sheff Wed. 

.1 

Mansfield 

46 

7 

10 

6 

34 

26 

10 

3 

10 

27 

27 

64 


McGugan 90 pen 

Wycombe 

46 

9 

6 

8 

25 

24 

8 

7 

8 

20 

20 

64 




Exeter 

46 

6 

11 

6 

32 

33 

11 

2 

10 

31 

32 

64 



Att 25,488 

Barnet 

46 

13 

3 

7 

37 

27 

4 

8 

11 

30 

41 

62 


AWAY 

Hartlepool 

46 

9 

3 

11 

27 

32 

6 

3 

14 

22 

40 

51 

w 

D 

L F A Pt 

Notts Cnty 

46 

9 

4 

10 

30 

38 

5 

5 

13 

24 

45 

51 

11 

9 

3 34 21 93 

Stevenage 

46 

6 

8 

9 

23 

32 

5 

7 

11 

29 

35 

48 

10 

6 

7 29 23 89 

Yeovil 

46 

6 

9 

8 

23 

27 

5 

6 

12 

20 

32 

48 

9 

12 

2 32 24 89 

Crawley 

46 

8 

5 

10 

21 

30 

5 

3 

15 

24 

48 

47 

9 

4 1 n ?? R.9 

Morecambe 

46 

7 

3 

13 

36 

47 

5 

7 

11 

33 

44 

46 

9 

8 

6 29 27 78 

Newport Co 46 

4 

8 

11 

21 

35 

6 

5 

12 

22 

29 

43 


Ipswich 

46 

9 

8 

6 

28 

24 

9 

7 

7 

25 

27 

69 

Cardiff 

46 

12 

9 

2 

33 

20 

5 

8 

10 

23 

31 

68 

Brentford 

46 

10 

4 

9 

33 

30 

9 

4 

10 

39 

37 

65 

Birminghm 

46 

9 

5 

9 

27 

27 

7 

10 

6 

26 

22 

63 

Preston 

46 

7 

10 

6 

21 

21 

8 

7 

8 

24 

24 

62 

Q.P.R. 

46 

10 

9 

4 

37 

25 

4 

9 

10 

17 

29 

60 

Leeds Utd 

46 

7 

8 

8 

23 

28 

7 

9 

7 

27 

30 

59 

Wolves 

46 

7 

10 

6 

26 

26 

7 

6 

10 

27 

32 

58 

Blackburn 

46 

8 

8 

7 

29 

23 

5 

8 

10 

17 

23 

55 

Nottm For 

46 

7 

8 

8 

25 

26 

6 

8 

9 

18 

21 

55 

Reading 

46 

8 

9 

6 

25 

20 

5 

4 

14 

27 

39 

52 

Bristol C 

46 

7 

7 

9 

34 

34 

6 

6 

11 

20 

37 

52 

Huddersfid 

46 

7 

6 

10 

33 

33 

6 

6 

11 

26 

37 

51 

Fulham 

46 

8 

5 

10 

36 

36 

4 

10 

9 

30 

43 

51 

Rotherham 

46 

8 

6 

9 

31 

34 

5 

4 

14 

22 

37 

49 

Charlton 

46 

5 

8 

10 

23 

35 

4 

5 

14 

17 

45 

40 

M K Dons 

46 

7 

3 

13 

21 

37 

2 

9 

12 

18 

32 

39 

Bolton 

46 

5 

11 

7 

24 

26 

0 

4 

19 

17 

55 

30 


Dagenham 

York 


5 15 17 37 
7 10 33 41 


13 29 
16 18 


44 34 
46 34 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


Dundee. 

.0 

Hamilton. 

.1 

HT 0-1 

Hearts. 

.1 

Ross Cnty.. 

Morris 8 
Att 4,757 

.1 

Delgado 84 

HT 0-0 

Kilmarnock. 

.0 

Partick. 

Goodwillie 88 
Att 15,438 

.2 

HT 0-1 

Motherwell. 

.1 

St Johnstn . 

Lawless 32 
Doolan 66 
Att 5,729 

.2 

McDonald 4 

HT 1-2 



MacLean 34 
Swanson 45 
Att 4,441 


Celtic 


Giiiiead 4 
Grainger 28 
ibehre 40,54 
Wyke 80 
Att 5,405 

Wycombe.0 


Att 11,815 

..5 Hartlepool.0 


Att 10,019 

Northmptn.2 

Whatmough 14 og 
Coiiins 81 
Att 18,746 

Leyton O.1 

Paimer 87 
Att 4,163 

AWAY 


P W 
35 12 
35 12 
Hearts 36 11 
St Johnstn 36 7 
Motherwell 36 8 
Ro§s Cnt 7 _ _ 36 _ _9_ 
Dundee 36 7 
Inverness CT36 6 
Partick 36 6 

Hamilton_36 _ _4_ 

Kilmarnock 36 4 


HOME 

D L F A 
4 1 45 10 

4 1 30 14 

4 3 35 20 

6 5 25 21 

3 8 27 27 

.0.9. 28. 30 _ 
6 5 29 22 

5 7 21 20 

3 9 19 27 
_ 6 _ _ _ 8 _ 21 _ 27 _ 

4 10 17 33 


L F A Pt 
2 37 17 80 
7 30 26 71 
6 21 18 61 
9 29 31 52 
9 17 28 47 
. .8. .2.2. .2_8_ _45 

6 23 30 47 

7 28 28 46 
7 17 18 44 

. .8. .1.9. .3_3_ _42 
9 21 26 35 


Dundee Utd 36 3 3 12 19 32 


3 11 19 33 27 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
Rangers 36 16 2 0 48 13 


AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 
9 4 5 40 21 81 


Falkirk 36 13 3 2 33 13 

Hibernian 36 14 3 1 37 15 

Ra[th_36 _ip_ _4_ _ _4_ 31 _ 19 _ 

Morton 36 7 4 7 17 19 

St Mirren 36 5 6 7 24 28 

Queen Sth 36 8 4 6 27 26 

Dumbarton 36 8 3 7 26 34 


Livingston 36 3 6 9 14 19 


10 2 28 21 70 

4 7 22 19 70 

. .4. . .6. .2.1. .27_ 62 
6 8 22 25 43 

3 9 20 25 42 

2 12 19 30 42 

. .4. .1.2. _ .9. _32_ _37 
1 12 23 32 31 


36 1 6 11 12 35 


3 12 10 37 21 


AFC Wimbledon. 

.1 

Newport County.0 

Olusanya 80 pen 




HT 0-0 



Att 4,427 

Acc Stanley. 

.0 

Stevenage. 

.0 ' 

HT 0-0 



Att 4,386 1 

Bristol R. 

.2 

Dagenham. 

.1 1 

Bodin 15 



Cash 12 1 

Brown 90 



1 

HT1-1 



Att 11,130 

Crawley. 

.0 

Barnet. 

.3 




Johnson 39 I 




Akinde 78,90 

HT 0-1 



Att 2,293 

Luton. 

.4 

Exeter. 

.1 1 

McGeehan 27 



Stockley 47 

Marriott 33,63 




Pigott 34 



1 

HT 3-0 



Att 8,427 1 

Mansfield. 

.0 

Cambridge 

.0 

HT 0-0 



Att 3,548 

Morecambe. 

.1 

York. 

.1 1 

Devitt 51 



Summerfield 45 

HT 0-1 



Att 1,620 

Notts Cnty. 

.0 

Carlisle. 

.5 : 


Ladbrokes Premiership Play-Off 
Quarter Final 2nd Leg 


Hibernian.. 

McGinn 8 
McGregor 12 
HT 2-0 


Raith.0 


Ladbrokes League 2 Play-Off Final 
1 St Leg 


Edinburgh City.. 

HT 1-1 


..1 E Stirling.1 


Ladbrokes Scottish Championship 
Play -off Semi Final Second Leg 


Peterhead.. 


Deviin 57 

HT1-1 Att 1,848 

Agg: 6-2; Ayr United win 6-2 on aggregate. 

Livingston.L Stranraer.L 

Buchanan 18 Cairney 62 

White 45 
Mullen 89 
Halkett 90 

HT2-0 Att 1,018 

Agg: 4-5. 


Ladbrokes Scottish League One 
Play -off Semi Final Second Leg 


Cowdenbth.. 

Spence 54 
HT 0-0 
Agg: 0-2. 

Elgin. 


HT 0-0 

Agg: 1-5; Clyde win 5-1 on aggregate. 


Queen Park.L 

Att 585 

Clyde.2 

Kirkpatrick 62 
Linton 90 
Att 1,371 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


P w 

Dunfrmline 36 12 


D L F A 
4 2 45 15 


L F A Pt 
3 38 15 79 


Ayr Utd 36 11 

Peterhead 36 9 

Stranraer _ _ 36 _8_ 
Airdrieonians36 5 
Albion R 36 7 

Brechin 36 8 

Stenhsmuir _ 36 _ _ 6 _ 
Cowdenbth 36 7 


5 38 22 
3 39 20 

. . 8 . .21.25 _ 
8 19 21 

6 25 21 
6 29 24 

. .9. .25.42 _ 
8 27 28 


2 8 27 25 61 

5 6 33 27 59 

. .4. . 7 _ .2_2_ _2_4_ _51 
2 7 29 29 49 

5 7 15 23 49 

2 12 18 35 42 

. .4. . .9. _2_1_ _38_ _40 

3 11 19 44 39 


Forfar 36 5 3 10 24 28 3 7 8 24 32 34 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
East Fife 36 10 4 4 30 17 


6 32 24 62 


Elgin 36 12 5 1 36 15 

Clyde 36 9 3 6 29 22 

Q.ueen Park 36 _ _7_ 5 _ _ 6 _ 21 _ 18 _ 
Annan Ath 36 9 6 3 39 29 

Berwick 36 10 4 4 29 22 

Stirling A 36 9 3 6 27 21 

Montrose 36 9 4 5 30 31 

Arbroath 36 5 4 9 19 21 

E Stirling 36 6 1 11 21 40 


3 10 23 31 59 

3 7 27 23 57 

. .6. . .4. .25_ J_4_ 56 

2 9 30 28 56 

3 11 16 28 49 

6 8 20 25 48 

6 10 20 39 43 

2 10 23 30 39 

4 11 20 39 32 


Vanarama National League Play-Offs 
Semi-Finals 2nd Leg 


Forest Grn.L Dover.. 

HT L-L 
Agg: 1-0. 


POOLS 


1 Vanarama National League I 




HOME 



AWAY 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Cheltnham 

46 17 

5 

1 

49 

I3 

13 

6 

4 

38 

17 101 

Forest Grn 

46 15 

3 

5 

37 

17 

11 

8 

4 

32 

25 

89 

Braintree Tn 46 

13 

6 

4 

24 

12 

10 

6 

7 

32 

26 

81 

Grimsby 

46 

13 

6 

4 

44 

17 

9 

8 

6 

38 

28 

80 

Dover 

46 13 

_5_ 

..5. 

.43. 

22 

J.o. 

..6. 

_ 7 _ 

.3.2. 

.3.1. 

.8.0 

Tranmere 

46 

12 

2 

9 

31 

23 

10 

10 

3 

30 

21 

78 

EASTLEIGH 46 

13 

5 

5 

32 

23 

8 

7 

8 

32 

30 

75 

Wrexham 

46 

13 

4 

6 

48 

27 

7 

5 

11 

23 

29 

69 

Gateshead 

46 

9 

4 

10 

33 

39 

10 

6 

7 

26 

31 

67 

Macclesfid 

46 

10 

5 

8 

28 

21 

9 

4 

10 

32 

27 

66 

Barrow 

46 

11 

8 

4 

38 

26 

6 

6 

11 

26 

45 

65 

Woking 

46 

9 

7 

7 

36 

29 

8 

3 

12 

35 

39 

61 

Lincoln City 

46 

10 

7 

6 

37 

25 

6 

6 

11 

32 

43 

61 

Bromley 

46 

11 

4 

8 

38 

26 

6 

5 

12 

29 

46 

60 

Aldershot 

46 

7 

4 

12 

23 

31 

9 

4 

10 

31 

41 

56 

Southport 

46 

6 

7 

10 

34 

44 

8 

6 

9 

18 

21 

55 

Chester FC 

46 

9 

8 

6 

43 

29 

5 

4 

14 

24 

42 

54 

Torquay 

46 

7 

5 

11 

26 

33 

6 

7 

10 

28 

43 

51 

Boreham W 

46 

5 

7 

11 

18 

24 

7 

7 

9 

26 

25 

50 

Guise lev 

46 

8 

7 

8 

33 

38 

3 

9 

11 

14 

32 

49 

FC Halifax 

46 

6 10 

7 

35 

43 

6 

2 

15 

20 

39 

48 

Altrncham 

46 

8 

9 

6 

34 

30 

2 

5 

16 

14 

43 

44 

Kiddrmnstr 

46 

5 

7 

11 

21 

29 

4 

6 

13 

28 

42 

40 

Welling U 

46 

5 

6 

12 

21 

33 

3 

5 

15 

14 

40 

35 

1 Vanarama National Lge Sth 




HOME 



AWAY 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Sutton Utd 

42 

11 

8 

2 

42 

19 

15 

4 

2 

41 

13 

90 

Ebbsfleet 

42 

11 

6 

4 

40 

22 

13 

6 

2 

33 

14 

84 

Maidstone U 42 

12 

2 

7 

29 

22 

12 

3 

6 

26 

18 

77 

Truro City 

42 10 

4 

7 

34 

32 

7 

10 

4 

28 

23 

65 

Whitehawk 

42 

..9. 

_3_ 

..9. 

.32. 

24 

...9. 

_ 7 _ 

..5. 

.4.3. 

.3.8. 

.6.4 

H Hempstead 42 

7 

7 

7 

33 

30 

9 

6 

6 

39 

36 

61 

Maidenhead 42 

11 

7 

3 

36 

21 

5 

4 

12 

30 

41 

59 

Dartford 

42 

8 

7 

6 

35 

27 

8 

4 

9 

23 

29 

59 

Gosport B 

42 

8 

6 

7 

31 

34 

7 

5 

9 

22 

29 

56 

Concord R 

42 

6 

4 

11 

29 

32 

9 

6 

6 

37 

36 

55 

B Stortfrd 

42 

10 

2 

9 

30 

26 

5 

8 

8 

26 

37 

55 

Qxford C 

42 

6 

9 

6 

36 

30 

7 

6 

8 

34 

30 

54 

Wealdstone 

42 

6 

10 

5 

37 

31 

6 

7 

8 

26 

33 

53 

Bath City 

42 

8 

5 

8 

25 

26 

6 

6 

9 

25 

35 

53 

Chelmsford 

42 

9 

2 

10 

42 

35 

6 

5 

10 

24 

29 

52 

Weston-S-M 42 

8 

3 

10 

31 

38 

6 

6 

9 

32 

38 

51 

Eastbourne B 42 

7 

8 

6 

32 

25 

6 

3 

12 

28 

38 

50 

St Albans 

42 

9 

5 

7 

41 

26 

4 

5 

12 

17 

39 

49 

Margate 

42 

7 

4 

10 

25 

34 

6 

4 

11 

26 

39 

47 

Havant & W 42 10 

4 

7 

30 

25 

2 

7 

12 

22 

50 

47 

Hayes & Y 

42 

3 

9 

9 

25 

45 

8 

4 

9 

26 

31 

46 

BASINGSTKE42 6 

6 

9 

24 

27 

3 

5 

13 

22 

42 

38 

1 Vanarama National Lge Nth 




HOME 



AWAY 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Solihull M 

42 

14 

1 

6 

39 

21 

11 

9 

1 

45 

27 

85 

N Ferriby 

42 13 

5 

3 

41 

14 

9 

5 

7 

41 

35 

76 

AFC Fylde 

42 

11 

4 

6 

41 

26 

11 

5 

5 

35 

27 

75 

Harrogate T 42 

11 

6 

4 

42 

21 

10 

3 

8 

31 

25 

72 

Boston 

_42 

_1_2. 

_3_ 

._6. 

37 _ 

27 

_1 P. 

.2. 

.9. 

.3.6. 

.3.3. 

.71 

Nuneaton 

42 

8 

9 

4 

27 

17 

12 

4 

5 

44 

29 

70 

Tamworth 

42 

9 

9 

3 

28 

18 

7 

6 

8 

27 

27 

63 

Chorley 

42 

11 

5 

5 

36 

21 

7 

4 

10 

28 

34 

63 

Stockport C 

42 

6 

7 

8 

24 

28 

9 

7 

5 

26 

21 

59 

Alfreton T 

42 

6 

6 

9 

26 

29 

9 

7 

5 

32 

25 

58 

Curzon Ash 

42 

9 

6 

6 

29 

25 

5 

9 

7 

26 

27 

57 

Stalybrdge 

42 

7 

7 

7 

35 

38 

7 

4 

10 

27 

37 

53 

FC U of Man 42 

8 

4 

9 

38 

37 

7 

4 

10 

22 

38 

53 

Bradford P A 42 

10 

6 

5 

37 

28 

3 

5 

13 

14 

31 

50 

Gloucester 

42 

7 

5 

9 

20 

23 

5 

9 

7 

19 

26 

50 

Gainsboro 

42 

8 

6 

7 

24 

27 

6 

2 

13 

22 

35 

50 

Worcester 

42 

7 

7 

7 

34 

27 

5 

5 

11 

21 

34 

48 

AFC Telford 

42 

9 

4 

8 

28 

27 

4 

4 

13 

19 

33 

47 

Brackley 

42 

7 

6 

8 

27 

27 

4 

7 

10 

18 

27 

46 

Lowestoft T 

42 

8 

6 

7 

28 

27 

4 

4 

13 

20 

42 

46 

Hdnesfrd T 

42 

5 

6 

10 

26 

38 

3 

8 

10 

24 

39 

38 

Corby 

42 

4 

3 

14 

27 

51 

3 

8 

10 

20 

42 

32 

*Nuneaton deducted 3 points for fielding an 

ineligible player 


1 Ryman Premier Division 




HOME 



AWAY 




P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Hampton & R 46 

17 

4 

2 

59 

25 

11 

7 

5 

46 

27 

95 

Bognor R T 

46 18 

3 

2 

62 

20 

11 

4 

8 

33 

22 

94 

E Thurrock 

46 13 

7 

3 

54 

24 

13 

6 

4 

53 

29 

91 

Tonbridge A 46 12 

5 

6 

52 

30 

12 

8 

3 

38 

19 

85 

Dulwich 

46 

_1_4. 

_6_ 

.3. 

.53. 

23 

.9. 

.6. 

.8. 

.4.0. 

.3.5. 

.8.1. 

Enfield Town 46 

16 

4 

3 

49 

19 

8 

4 

11 

25 

28 

80 

Kingstnian 

46 

15 

2 

6 

49 

30 

6 

8 

9 

29 

34 

73 

Leiston 

46 

13 

4 

6 

42 

24 

7 

8 

8 

30 

33 

72 

Billericay 

46 

10 

9 

4 

44 

22 

8 

8 

7 

32 

31 

71 

Merstham 

46 

8 

5 

10 

35 

40 

10 

3 

10 

39 

40 

62 

Leatherh’d 

46 

10 

5 

8 

37 

35 

8 

3 

12 

30 

46 

62 

Met Police 

46 

7 

6 

10 

23 

35 

10 

4 

9 

37 

44 

61 

Wingate & F 46 

9 

5 

9 

39 

34 

8 

4 

11 

27 

36 

60 

Canvey1 

46 

10 

4 

9 

34 

39 

7 

5 

11 

35 

50 

60 

Grays Ath 

46 

8 

6 

9 

30 

29 

7 

6 

10 

33 

45 

57 

Staines T 

46 

7 

5 

11 

27 

33 

8 

5 

10 

26 

41 

55 

Harrow 

46 

9 

5 

9 

33 

35 

6 

4 

13 

33 

45 

54 

Farnboro 

46 

11 

2 

10 

38 

37 

5 

3 

15 

27 

51 

53 

Hendon 

46 

7 

9 

7 

33 

33 

6 

4 

13 

35 

52 

52 

Needham M 46 

_6_ 

_5_ 

J_2_ 

25 

37 

.7. 

_ 7 _ 

..9. 

.2.6. 

_3_9_ 

.51. 

Burgess H T 46 

8 

5 

10 

32 

38 

4 

9 

10 

25 

35 

50 

Brentwood T 46 

6 

6 

11 

33 

31 

4 

4 

15 

18 

49 

40 

Lewes 

46 

4 10 

9 

28 

36 

2 

6 

15 

20 

51 

34 

VCD Athletic 46 

5 

7 

11 

30 

44 

3 

3 

17 

16 

59 

34 


CM CO 
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EASTLEIGH FC 


SEASON TICKETS 16/17 


SEASON TICKET PRICES j 


CONCESSION £100 


ADULTS £150 


U16'S£50 I UZ'SFREE 


RENEW OR BECOME A NEW SEASON TICKET HOLDER BEFORE THE END 
OF APRIL TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE EARLY BIRD PRICES! 


CAN BE PAID IN 3 INSTALMENTS AT A COST OF £25.00 


CALL 02380 613 361 FOR MORE INFO 
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SHOLING FC WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CONTINUED SUPPORT 
_ OF ITS CURRENT SPONSORS 

— REGAL 


wro« 




IdANSACH 


tltCTftjCAl LTt> 



“Sholing FC as a FA Charter Standard Community 
Charter Club we are committed ‘to a rise from within 
policy’ where players will be developed through our 
successful youth sides and given the opportunity 
to represent the Club at Senior level thus ensuring 
sporting activity for the local committee” 

Since winning the FA Vase in May 2014 the club 
has made the transitional move in which it has been 
dedicated to promoting players from within their 
youth infrastructure and this has been highlighted 
this season. The club have finished in a rewarding 
Runners up position with no fewer than twelve 
players aged 18 or under that have played within the 
first team set up highlighting their own FA Youth Cup 
run before losing to Newport County on penalties. 

Next season our U18’s will feature in the Hampshire 
County Youth and will be registered with the Wyvern 
and Wessex Leagues to help progress their own 
development 

We also work with local businesses within the 
local Community offering them workable packages 
to suit their needs, we are also looking to recruit 


volunteers in various roles within the club. 

The club will be looking to endorse a Supporters Club 
which will include discounted priced tickets and other 
benefits as reward for their loyal support to Sholing FC 

The Early Bird season ticket will be available 
from Monday 9th May Adult £63 Concessions 
£30 U16 £20 U12 wili be free. Season tickets 
wili be avaiiabie Monday 1st August Aduits 
£85 Concessions £45 U16 30 U12 wili be free. 

If you wish to be involved with Sholing FC in 
anyway as volunteer, part of the supporters 
club or purchasing a season ticket Contact 
Sholing FC Secretary Greg Dickson via email 

secretary@shoiingfc.com or on 07948 832944 

Preseason will commence at Sholing FC on 
Thursday 30th June at 7:00 pm if you would like to 
be involved contact Dave Diaper on 07770 873555 
for further information. 

Currently the club have 1st team friendlies 
confirmed away to Alton Town Saturday 16th July 
Petersfield Town Tuesday 19th July Winchester 


City Wednesday 27th July with the season to 
commence on Saturday 6th August. Our reserve 
friendlies will be confirmed shortly. 

Within the Youth section we are looking for new 
players and volunteers to assist us. We also boast a 
very successful Mini Soccer School run on Saturday 
mornings with Soccer Courses available during the 
School holidays. If you want to get involved, contact 
details are as follows: 

For all Youth football Carly Kinsey 

Sholing.youth@sky.com 07826 166708 or 
Patrick McGonigle ppmcgonigle@aol.com 

07795 368913 alternatively Mini Soccer contact 
Community Manager/Mini Soccer School Kevin 

Brewster-performingsports@hotmail.co.uk 

07921 903179 

Further information can be found on 

www.shoiingfc.co.uk 




For further info contact Dan Martin on 07807713513 
or lain Calder on 0776652144 




Dates: Wednesday 18th & Sunday 29th May 
Time: 7:00pm - 8:30pm & 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
Venue: Sholing F.C., VT Sports Ground. 
Portsmouth Road, Sholing, S019 9PW. 

Open to ages: 15-17 year olds 


OPEN TRIALS 


• The Future's Bright, it’s Red and 
White - over 15 teams U7 - U18. 

• Community Charter Standard 

• All our coaches are qualified or 
working towards qualification. We 
ensure all our coaches are members 
of the Licenced Coaching Scheme 
and aim to develop 

our coaches through athorough 
CPD programme. 

• We focus on player development with 
an aim to progress as many players 
through to our Development and 
First Team Squads. 

• Current Tyro Challenge Cup 
Champions at U12, U13 and U15 

• Hampshire Cup Winners 2014/15 
at U12 and U15 

• Hampshire Cup Finalists 2015/16 
atU13 

















